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Foster Care Families Matter 
 

As I travel across the 68th Assembly District I am greeted with winding roads of beautiful 
scenery, family farms, unique small businesses, and wonderful people that tell me the 
experiences they are having.  
 
A topic that has often come up is foster care. It surprised me to hear just how many families are 
a part of the foster care program, and want to share their story.  
 
Through the stories that have been shared with me, I believe the current system has a terrible 
flaw that caters to the parents. In some cases, it is rightly so, however, there are many 
instances in which the parent can’t take care of their own issues, or themselves. Instead of 
asking “What is in the best interest of the child?” the system airs on the side of caution, and is 
more concerned with parental rights.  
 
Kids deserve to have a firm and stable home environment filled with love, where all of their 
needs can be met. Right now, we are too flexible with our requirements. For example, there is a 
current time limit of 15 months for problem parents to get their act together, but no one is 
really being held accountable, and they are often given much longer than 15 months. 
 
For example, a parent on probation who tests positive for marijuana during a urinalysis, isn’t 
thrown in jail even though they have a condition of bond, no drugs, no alcohol, no bars, etc. 
This is a far too common story. Let’s give them another chance, and another, and another.  
Is it easier to let the parents get away with what they are doing? Is the goal reunification with 
the parent, even if it’s not in the best interest of the child?  
 
These children are being set up for failure, and sadly diagnoses of PTSD, anxiety, and 
depression, are not uncommon with these children. I could not believe it, when I heard that a 5 
year old had been diagnosed with PTSD. If reunified with a parent, is this child still going to be 
taken to therapy appointments? Who is going to ensure this is going to happen?  
 
God bless all of you who choose to be and are foster parents. After hearing from so many 
people in my district, I have decided to host a foster care forum at the Altoona City Hall on 
November 18th from 6-7:30pm. Please come with an open mind and help add to the discussion 
to help foster parents in Wisconsin! 
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