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RIVERWAY BOARD ISSUES PERMITS 
 

MUSCODA.....The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Board met via Zoom on November 12th to conduct a 

regular monthly business meeting.  The board approved issuance of several permits for activities on private 

and public lands in the Riverway.  Timber harvest permits were issued to Kurt and Wendy Schultz for a 

bottomlands harvest in the Town of Wyoming, Iowa County; Michael and Mary Pautz for a parcel partially 

visible from the Wisconsin River in the Town of Wyoming; and, Brian and Terri Weigel for a bottomlands 

harvest near Ferry Bluff in the Town of Prairie du Sac, Sauk County.   

 Management permits were issued to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for habitat 

management and invasive species control using a forestry mower at sites in Dane, Iowa and Sauk counties.  

The mowing operations will remove woody vegetation in anticipation of future tree plantings at the sites.  

In addition, a permit for a bottomlands harvest in the Cassel Prairie Unit, Town of Troy, Sauk County, was 

issued to DNR.  The harvest will result in small patch clear cuts on land not visible from the river to 

encourage regeneration of swamp white oak.  Tree planting will follow completion of the harvest. 

 The guest speaker for the meeting was Mike Finlay, DNR Forestry Team Leader for the six-county 

area based out of Richland Center.  Finlay’s presentation focused on DNR efforts to work with private 

landowners on forestry management, timber harvesting and invasive species control.  He said the goal is for 

3000 landowner contacts annually in the state and reviewed the programs available to landowners to assist 

with technical assistance and cost sharing.  Finlay said many opportunities for landowner engagement are 

available through a virtual format.  He said forest management continues in the COVID era because of the 

outdoor aspect of the work and minimal face to face contacts necessary to accomplish required tasks.   

 (more) 



RIVERWAY BOARD ISSUES PERMITS/ADD ONE 

Finlay encouraged landowners and others interested in forestry and proper land stewardship to contact their 

local forestry office or contact him directly at 608-424-2146. 

 Executive Director Mark Cupp reported the DNR had conducted a successful controlled burn at the 

Twin Lizard mound group in the Town of Orion, Richland County.  He said volunteer workdays will be 

conducted at the Blue River Sand Barrens State Natural Area on the second Saturday of each month 

through the winter, weather permitting.  Cupp reported he had issued two permits since the October 

meeting, both for burial of fiber optic cables under the Wisconsin River.  A permit was issued to Alliant 

Energy for burial of a line adjacent to the Hwy. 18 bridge at Bridgeport and to Richland Grant Telephone 

Cooperative for burial of a line adjacent to the Hwy. 80 bridge at Muscoda. 

 The next Riverway Board meeting is slated for December 10th and will be conducted via Zoom. 
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For further information, contact Mark E. Cupp, LWSRB Executive Director, at (608) 739-3188 or by cell 
phone at (608) 739-2179 or by e-mail at mark.cupp@wisconsin.gov.  
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