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Weekly Roundup of News Stories 
Cataloging the Public Health Crisis of Vaping in Wisconsin. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
 

This document contains a compilation of stories related to vaping  
from the past week.  
 
These stories are broken into the following categories: 

 Vaping and Wisconsin Legislation 

 Vaping and the Federal Government 

 Vaping and Illegal Drugs/Activities 

 Vaping and Health Impacts 

 State Legislation  
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NEWS STORIES from the past week 

 
 

VAPING AND WISCONSIN LEGISLATURE 
 
Proposal would raise minimum age to buy tobacco, e-cigarettes, vapes from 18 to 21 

WISC Channel 3000 

Nov. 6 

 

MADISON, Wis. - Wisconsin lawmakers are moving ahead with a bill that would limit the sale 

of vaping and other tobacco products to people under age 21. 

 

The Assembly committee on substance abuse and prevention held a hearing on the bipartisan 

proposal Wednesday. 

 

"Even families don't understand how dangerous the vaping products are or what's in them. I think 

there's a lot of parents that don't understand there's nicotine and other items that are in this 

product," said one of the bill's authors, Rep. John Spiros. Read more 

 

 

WI Looks to Become Latest "Tobacco 21" State 

Public News Service, Scott Herron Mike Moen 

Nov. 7 

 

MADISON, Wis. – The latest push to discourage teen smoking has reached Wisconsin as 

lawmakers consider a bill that would raise the tobacco buying age from 18 to 21. 

 

Nearly 20 states have already adopted similar measures. The Wisconsin plan to boost the buying 

age received a committee hearing in the Assembly on Wednesday. 

 

Dr. Carrie Chapman, a member of the American Heart Association of Wisconsin's advocacy 

committee, testified Wednesday in support of the bill on behalf of the American Heart 

Association of Wisconsin. She said the goal of Assembly Bill 422 is to prevent younger 

generations from developing smoking-related health issues as they get older. 

 

"Probably the most powerful statistic is that 95% of adults who smoke start before the age of 

21," she pointed out. Read more 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.channel3000.com/news/politics/vaping-age-limit-would-be-21-under-wisconsin-proposal-1/1139587265
https://www.heart.org/en/affiliates/advocacy-in-wisconsin
https://www.heart.org/en/affiliates/advocacy-in-wisconsin
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/ab422
http://www.nationalacademies.org/hmd/~/media/Files/Report%20Files/2015/TobaccoMinAge/tobacco_minimum_age_report_brief.pdf
https://www.publicnewsservice.org/2019-11-07/smoking-prevention/wi-looks-to-become-latest-tobacco-21-state/a68261-1
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School officials plead with lawmakers to support raising tobacco, vaping age to 21 

Nov. 6  

WKOW Ch. 27 ABC News 

 

MADISON – High school principals, students and health experts pleaded with lawmakers to 

support a proposal to increase the tobacco and vaping age to 21.  

 

The bipartisan proposal had its first public hearing in the Committee on Substance Abuse and 

Prevention. It comes as health experts are calling vaping a public health crisis and dozens of 

teenagers in Wisconsin are being hospitalized with vaping related illnesses. 

The bill raises the legal age for sale, purchase, possession of cigarettes, nicotine, tobacco and 

vaping products. 

 

A high school principal from Arrowhead who testified said vaping is taking over his school. 

 

“I became a principal to make an impact on our youth, unfortunately, I’m spending way too 

much time tackling the vaping problem when I should be doing other things,” said Gregg 

Wieczorek, Arrowhead’s principal. Read more  

 

 

More media coverage of the public hearing 

News 8000 (La Crosse) – Vaping age limit would be 21 under Wisconsin proposal 

WISN Ch. 12 (Milwaukee) – Wisconsin considers raising tobacco, vaping products age to 21 

Ch. 3000 (Madison) – Proposal would raise minimum age to buy tobacco, e-cigarettes, vapes 

from 18 to 21 

Ch. 15 (Madison) – Bill aims to raise legal age to buy nicotine products to 21 

WDJT Ch. 58 (Milwaukee) – Wisconsin bill aims to prohibit people under 21 from vaping, 

smoking 

WJFW Ch. 12 (Rhinelander) – Vaping age limit would be 21 under Wisconsin proposal 

Capital Times (Madison) – Supporters push Wisconsin bill to raise legal smoking age as means 

to curb vaping in schools 

WEAU Ch. 13 (Eau Claire) – Vaping age limit would be 21 under Wisconsin proposal 

Wisconsin Public Radio – Wisconsin Considers Raising Minimum Age To Buy Tobacco 

Products To 21 

NBC 26 (Green Bay) – Vaping age limit would be 21 under Wisconsin proposal 

The Journal Times (Racine)/Associated Press – Wisconsin bill seeks to stop under 21s from 

vaping, smoking 

Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel/USA TODAY-Wisconsin – Wisconsin legislation would set 

vaping and smoking age at 21 

WSAW Ch. 7 (Wausau) – Vaping age limit would be 21 under Wisconsin proposal 

 

 

  
 

https://wkow.com/news/top-stories/2019/11/06/school-officials-plead-with-lawmakers-to-support-raising-tobacco-vaping-age-to-21/
https://www.news8000.com/news/vaping-age-limit-would-be-21-under-wisconsin-proposal-1/1139765921
https://www.wisn.com/article/wisconsin-considers-raising-tobacco-vaping-products-age-to-21/29718489
https://www.channel3000.com/news/proposal-would-raise-minimum-age-to-buy-tobacco-e-cigarettes-vapes-from-18-to-21/1139723204
https://www.channel3000.com/news/proposal-would-raise-minimum-age-to-buy-tobacco-e-cigarettes-vapes-from-18-to-21/1139723204
https://www.nbc15.com/content/news/Bill-aims-to-raise-legal-age-to-buy-nicotine-products-564581441.html
https://www.cbs58.com/news/wisconsin-bill-aims-to-prohibit-people-under-21-from-vaping-smoking
https://www.cbs58.com/news/wisconsin-bill-aims-to-prohibit-people-under-21-from-vaping-smoking
https://www.wjfw.com/storydetails/20191106150029/%20vaping_age_limit_would_be_21_under_wisconsin_proposal
https://madison.com/ct/news/local/govt-and-politics/supporters-push-wisconsin-bill-to-raise-legal-smoking-age-as/article_f2dfe0e9-b62d-5823-ac0d-ad352bf58331.html
https://madison.com/ct/news/local/govt-and-politics/supporters-push-wisconsin-bill-to-raise-legal-smoking-age-as/article_f2dfe0e9-b62d-5823-ac0d-ad352bf58331.html
https://www.weau.com/content/news/Vaping-age-limit-would-be-21-under-Wisconsin-proposal-564566751.html
https://www.wpr.org/wisconsin-considers-raising-minimum-age-buy-tobacco-products-21
https://www.wpr.org/wisconsin-considers-raising-minimum-age-buy-tobacco-products-21
https://www.nbc26.com/news/state/vaping-age-limit-would-be-21-under-wisconsin-proposal
https://journaltimes.com/news/state-and-regional/wisconsin-bill-seeks-to-stop-under-s-from-vaping-smoking/article_53eb97d2-8833-5b59-8214-7c360d42349a.html
https://journaltimes.com/news/state-and-regional/wisconsin-bill-seeks-to-stop-under-s-from-vaping-smoking/article_53eb97d2-8833-5b59-8214-7c360d42349a.html
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2019/11/06/vaping-and-smoking-age-would-21-under-wisconsin-legislation/2506490001/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2019/11/06/vaping-and-smoking-age-would-21-under-wisconsin-legislation/2506490001/
https://www.wsaw.com/fox/content/news/Vaping-age-limit-would-be-21-under-Wisconsin-proposal-564561811.html
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VAPING AND THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
 

Vaping Illnesses Are Linked to Vitamin E Acetate, C.D.C. Says 

New York Times, Denise Grady 

Nov. 8 
 

A form of vitamin E has been identified as a “very strong culprit” in lung injuries related to 

vaping THC, health officials reported on Friday, a major advance in a frightening outbreak that 

has killed 40 people and sickened 2,051. 

 

Many patients with the mysterious illness have wound up hospitalized in intensive care units, 

needing ventilators or even more desperate measures to help them breathe. Most are young, male 

adults or even teenagers. 

 

“For the first time, we have detected a potential toxin of concern, vitamin E acetate, from 

biological samples from patients,” with lung damage linked to vaping, Dr. Anne Schuchat, 

principal deputy director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, said at a news 

briefing. Read more 

 

 

Fed ban on flavored vape products expected soon, menthol and vape stores may be spared 

USA TODAY, Jayne O'Donnell 

Nov. 6 

 

Federal regulators are expected to announce a ban on electronic cigarette flavors other than 

tobacco and menthol within days, although it's unclear if mint flavors will be allowed or 

reformulated as menthol.  

 

Another possible exemption could be vaping products sold in vape stores rather than 

convenience stores, which is where the under-aged youth who are the focus of the ban often 

shop. Read more 

 

 

Vape Shops Likely to Be Exempted in Planned FDA E-Cig Curbs 

Bloomberg, Josh Wingrove and Gerald Porter Jr. 

Nov. 6 

 

The Trump administration may exempt vape shops when it unveils expected restrictions on e-

cigarette flavors, White House adviser Kellyanne Conway said. 

 

Speaking at the White House on Wednesday, Conway drew a line between two groups of flavors 

-- tobacco and menthol on one side, and mint, fruit and all other flavors on the other. The latter 

group appeals to kids and the White House must address use by minors, she said. 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/by/denise-grady
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/08/health/vaping-illness-cdc.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2019/11/06/fed-ban-flavored-vapes-imminent-menthol-and-vape-stores-may-spared/2506295001/
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She also said the Department of Health and Human Services has jurisdiction over e-cigarettes but 

not over vaping and vape shops, though the terms are often used interchangeably. The Food and 

Drug Administration is expected to issue guidance on the policy this week. Read more 

 

 

Dozens dead, hundreds in hospitals, Baldwin plugs Senate Committee hearing on vaping 

WLUK FOX 11 News, Kia Murray 

Nov. 6  

 

Dozens dead and hundreds in hospitals, both health officials and lawmakers are looking for 

answers about vaping and e-cigarettes. 

 

"So this is now impacted almost every state of the union and the common denominator is that 

these young people and older people are vaping," said Senator Tammy Baldwin (D-Wisconsin). 

 

It’s why she called for a hearing to get answers on vaping related injuries. That request was 

heard by the Senate HELP committee, which will hold a hearing next week, on November 13. 

Baldwin says at least one government agency is responsible. 

 

"The Food and Drug Administration has been very laxed about the whole issue of vaping ," said 

Baldwin. "When you see products with flavors that would only appeal to children then frankly 

it’s very clear that the industry is trying to get children to vape." Read more 

 
VAPING AND ILLEGAL DRUGS 
 

Milwaukee County DA: Illegal Vaping Products An 'Emerging Concern' For Law 

Enforcement 

Wisconsin Public Radio, Keegan Kyle 

Nov. 6 

 

As health authorities across the nation continue to investigate the cause of lung illnesses linked 

to electronic cigarettes, two recent criminal cases in southeastern Wisconsin have shed light on 

the lucrative street market for counterfeit vaping products. 

 

In mid-October, Milwaukee police reported finding nearly $1 million in cash and over 13,000 

illegal vaping cartridges filled with THC oil at a home on Milwaukee’s south side. The discovery 

followed a Kenosha County case the previous month in which police seized about 129,000 vape 

cartridges. Read more 

 

 
 
 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-11-06/vaping-shops-likely-to-be-exempted-in-planned-fda-e-cig-curbs
https://fox11online.com/news/local/dozens-dead-hundreds-in-hospitals-baldwin-plugs-next-weeks-senate-committee-hearing-on
https://www.wpr.org/milwaukee-police-seize-nearly-1m-after-uncovering-thc-vaping-operation
https://www.wpr.org/kenosha-county-brothers-appear-preliminary-hearing-vaping-operation
https://www.wpr.org/milwaukee-county-da-illegal-vaping-products-emerging-concern-law-enforcement
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VAPING AND HEALTH IMPACTS 
National vaping crisis alert began with local doctors at Children's Wisconsin 

Nov. 6 

WTMJ 620 AM, Casey Geraldo 

 

Children's Wisconsin doctors were first to piece together a national health crisis: vaping. 

 

They said there's no reason kids with no other health issues should end up in the Pediatric 

Intensive Care Unit (PICU) with machines helping them breathe. But this summer several 

teenagers ended up in that situation. 

 

"She was a grayish blue color," said Children's pediatrician Jennifer Schreiber. "It was 

terrifying." Read more 

 

 

Here's what local schools are doing to combat Wisconsin's growing vaping crisis 

WTMJ 620 AM, Coreen Zell 

Nov. 6 

 

The Elmbrook School District is throwing resources at the vaping crisis to try and stop the 

growing number of students using. The district have put out two public service 

announcements. One talks about what vaping is and the different devices out there. The 

other focuses on health risks. 

 

Many students at Elmbrook schools have admitted to vaping, but we talked to some students at 

Brookfield East High School who are the exception. They have heard about vaping since middle 

school and they see it happening regularly in their high school. 

 

"Most of the time that's where I'd see it whether it's in the bathroom or at a high school football 

game," said Mark Browne. Read more 

 

 

Children’s to receive special Health Care Heroes award for teen vaping investigation 

Biz Times, Andrew Weiland 

Nov. 6 

 

As part of BizTimes Media’s annual Health Care Heroes awards program, Children’s Wisconsin 

will receive a Special Impact Award for its work in identifying a serious public health concern 

for vaping teenagers. 

 

Earlier this year, Children’s Wisconsin, formerly known as Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, 

admitted several otherwise healthy teenagers with mysterious severe respiratory problems. Each 

patient went through a battery of tests, but a cause could not be determined. 

 

Hospital staff conducted an investigation, examining the patients’ history and discovered that 

vaping was a common thread among them. Read more 

https://www.tmj4.com/news/local-news/national-vaping-crisis-alert-began-with-local-doctors
https://vimeo.com/358901569
https://vimeo.com/364169968
https://www.tmj4.com/news/vaping-crisis/heres-what-local-schools-are-doing-to-combat-wisconsins-growing-vaping-crisis
https://biztimes.com/childrens-to-receive-special-health-care-heroes-award-for-teen-vaping-investigation/
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Students at UWM stunned after sudden death of freshman classmate 

WTMJ 620 AM, Katie Crowther 

Nov. 6 

 

MILWAUKEE — Students at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee are stunned to learn about 

the sudden death of a freshman classmate. 

 

Logan Tomasello, 19, died on Halloween. His exact cause of death is still pending, but his sister 

told first responders that he smoked marijuana and was vaping shortly before collapsing at her 

apartment near campus. Emergency workers administered Narcan, but Tomasello later died at 

Columbia St. Mary's. 

 

The Milwaukee County Medical Examiner's Office says there's no evidence that Tomasello 

suffered any type of vaping-related lung injury, but they are doing further testing, and are still 

waiting for toxicology results. Read more 

 

 
 
 
 

 

STATE LEGISLATION  
Current status of vaping-related legislation 

 
Assembly Bill 65/ Senate Bill 73 (Brandtjen/Jacque) This bill prohibits the sale of vapor products 
to minors and the purchase of those products by or for minors. 
 
AB 65 was referred to the Assembly Committee 
on State Affairs 
 

No action since March 7th, 2019 

SB 73 was referred to the Senate Committee on 
Judiciary and Public Safety 

No action since March 1st, 2019 

 
 
Senate Bill 118 (Jacque/Mursau) This bill allows a retailer to place cigarettes, nicotine products, 
or tobacco products only in locations that are inaccessible to customers without the assistance 
of the retailer or the retailer's employee or agent, such as behind the counter or in a locked 
case.  
 

https://www.tmj4.com/news/local-news/students-at-uwm-stunned-after-sudden-death-of-freshman-classmate
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/ab65
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/sb73
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/sb118
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SB 118 had a public hearing on April 4th in the 
Senate Committee on Local Government, Small 
Business, Tourism and Workforce Development. 
 

No action since April 4th, 2019 

 
Senate Bill 245 (Jacque/Kolste) This would apply the indoor smoking ban to vapor products and 
marijuana.  
 
SB 245 was referred to the Senate Committee 
on Government Operations, Technology and 
Consumer Protection. 

No action since May 30th, 2019 

 
 
Assembly Bill 442/Senate Bill 364 (Spiros/Marklein) This bill changes the age for purchasing 
cigarettes, tobacco products, or nicotine products from 18 to 21, and imposes a minimum age 
for purchasing vapor products.  
 
AB 442 was referred to the Assembly 
Committee on Substance Abuse and Prevention. 

Public Hearing November 6, 2019 

 
SB 364 was referred to the Senate Committee 
on Health and Human Services 

 
No action since August 22nd, 2019 

 
 

ADDITIONAL STORIES NOT INCLUDED ABOVE 
 
Nov. 7 

WAOW Ch. 9 – SPECIAL REPORT: Vaping in central Wisconsin 

News Review (Sacramento, Calif.) – Searching for Dank: As the nationwide health scare 

surrounding vape products continues to grow, counterfeit THC cartridges are taking the blunt of 

the blame 

 

Nov. 6 

Osceola (Wis.) Sun – The Osceola Community Health Foundation granted OHS $2,500 for 

vaping education/prevention, intervention and cessation programming at Osceola High School 

(School board meeting minutes).  

True Viral News – Black-market weed vape company linked to lung crisis is verified on 

Instagram 

True Viral News – CDC Says for First Time That Some THC Products Could Be Behind 

Vaping Deaths and Illnesses 

 

Nov. 5 

The Heartland Institute – Research & commentary: Illinois flavor ban unlikely to reduce 

hospitalizations, youth use, disregards harm reduction 

 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/sb245
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab422
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/sb364
https://waow.com/news/waow-featured-reports/2019/11/07/special-report-vaping-in-central-wisconsin/
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/searching-for-dank/content?oid=29211390
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/searching-for-dank/content?oid=29211390
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/searching-for-dank/content?oid=29211390
http://www.osceolasun.com/public_notices/minutes-of-osceola-school-board-proceedings/article_15e2f742-ffec-11e9-9ed5-6731cb400d13.html
http://www.osceolasun.com/public_notices/minutes-of-osceola-school-board-proceedings/article_15e2f742-ffec-11e9-9ed5-6731cb400d13.html
https://trueviralnews.com/black-market-weed-vape-company-linked-to-lung-crisis-is-verified-on-instagram/
https://trueviralnews.com/black-market-weed-vape-company-linked-to-lung-crisis-is-verified-on-instagram/
https://trueviralnews.com/cdc-says-for-first-time-that-some-thc-products-could-be-behind-vaping-deaths-and-illnesses/
https://trueviralnews.com/cdc-says-for-first-time-that-some-thc-products-could-be-behind-vaping-deaths-and-illnesses/
https://www.heartland.org/publications-resources/publications/research--commentary-illinois-flavor-ban-unlikely-to-reduce-hospitalizations-youth-use-disregards-harm-reduction
https://www.heartland.org/publications-resources/publications/research--commentary-illinois-flavor-ban-unlikely-to-reduce-hospitalizations-youth-use-disregards-harm-reduction
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Nov. 4 

WQOW Ch. 18 – WVa police: Confiscated vaping pen contaminated with heroin 

Futurity – E-cigarette taxes will push people to tobacco 

Gazettte Xtra (Janesville) – Other Views: Lawmakers should do more to deter vaping 

KARE 11 (Minneapolis) – 'Dank' vape cartridges draw scrutiny as illness spreads 

 

http://wqow.com/news/national-news-from-the-associated-press/2019/11/04/wva-police-confiscated-vaping-pen-contaminated-with-heroin/
https://www.futurity.org/e-cigarette-taxes-tobacco-smoking-2201792-2/
https://www.gazettextra.com/opinion/other_views/other-views-lawmakers-should-do-more-to-deter-vaping/article_21dcdf6d-1f62-55c9-bc2e-42cc05b31e85.html
https://www.kare11.com/article/news/nation-world/dank-vaping-unlicensed-brand-illnesses-investigation/89-425aa2ce-40b0-436c-a897-2068e347b14c

