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Wisconsin Idea Spotlight: Understanding North Korea 
Fundamental pillars supporting one of the world’s most secretive countries 
 
MADISON, WI (November 11, 2021) — For more than 20 years, North Korea has defied 
predictions of its imminent collapse. Despite being an island of poverty in an otherwise developed 
corner of the globe, North Korea has remained surprisingly stable, successfully navigating two 
dynastic successions since 1994. Not only has the Kim regime persisted, but it has become ever 
more menacing through the development of indigenous nuclear weapons and ballistic missile 
programs.  
 
During the next Wisconsin Idea Spotlight event, a UW-Madison expert will examine how the North 
Korean regime uses ideology and underdevelopment to maintain itself in power and what 
implications North Korean stability has for U.S. policy toward the Korean Peninsula. 
 
Featured guest:  
David Fields, UW historian and associate director of the Center for East Asian Studies. 
Fields is a leading expert in U.S.-Korean relations, U.S.-East Asian relations, and American 
foreign policy. He is the author of “Foreign Friends: Syngman Rhee, American Exceptionalism, 
and the Division of Korea” and the editor of “The Diary of Syngman Rhee, 1904–34, 1944,” 
published by the National Museum of Korean Contemporary History. Since 2015, he has been 
the book review editor of the “Journal of American-East Asian Relations.” He has been published 
in the “Washington Post,” the “North Korea Review,” the “Journal of American-East Asian 
Relations,” SinoNK.com, “Transactions of the Royal Asiatic Society-Korea Branch,” and the 
“Working Papers Series” of the Cold War International History Project. His research and analysis 
have been featured on National Public Radio, Wisconsin Public Radio, C-SPAN, and CNN. 
 
The presentation will be followed by a question and answer session.  
 
 
When: Wednesday, Nov. 17, at 1 p.m. CST 
 
Where: This is a free virtual event. Register by clicking here. 
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