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Wisconsin Senate to Vote on Measure That Could Give Wide Latitude 
to Delegates Making Changes to U.S. Constitution 

On November 7, the Wisconsin State Senate is scheduled to vote on a resolution calling for a 
convention to amend the U.S Constitution. If the Senate approves Assembly Joint Resolution 
21, Wisconsin’s name would be added to the list of states calling for a Constitutional 
convention.  

A coalition of advocacy groups is meeting in the State Capitol Rotunda between 9 AM and 11 
AM on Tuesday, November 7, to tell their State Senators to oppose a Constitutional 
convention.  

Once 34 states approve resolutions, Congress must call a convention to amend the 
Constitution. Already, 27 states have approved such resolutions. The last time a Constitutional 
convention was held was in 1787, at which delegates made wholesale changes to the nation’s 
governing document. The lack of precedent makes it difficult to know what constraints, if any, 
would limit the ability of delegates to make changes to the Constitution if a convention were 
held today. 

“The Constitution is our nation’s founding document and includes rights that should not be put 
up for grabs at an unpredictable Constitutional convention,” said Jon Peacock, director of the 
Wisconsin Budget Project. “Many Constitutional experts have concluded that a convention 
cannot be controlled and could initiate wide-ranging and potentially perilous changes to the 
United States Constitution.” 

Wisconsin’s resolution calls for the Constitutional convention to propose an amendment 
requiring a balanced budget at the federal level, but Constitutional experts believe that states 
cannot limit the agenda of a convention. “A convention would open up the Constitution to 
whatever amendments delegates choose to propose,” said Peacock. “It may be that a 
Constitutional convention could even rewrite the process for states to ratify amendments. With 
virtually no precedent, there's no way to know for sure.” 

Aside from the uncertainties involved in amending the Constitution via a convention, locking 
fiscal policy into the U.S. Constitution comes with its own dangers. “Amending the U.S. 
Constitution is simply the wrong way to go about balancing the federal budget,” said Peacock. 
“A balanced budget amendment is likely to make it very difficult for Congress to respond to 
national disasters and other emergencies. Try to imagine the currently gridlocked Congress 
coming up with savings to pay for disaster relief or an unexpected military operation!” 

The Wisconsin Assembly passed Assembly Joint Resolution 21 calling for a Constitutional 
convention earlier this year. Resolutions do not require the Governor’s signature. 



This fact sheet by the Wisconsin Budget Project includes more information about the threat of 
a Constitutional Convention to enact a balanced budget amendment.  
 
The Wisconsin Budget Project is a nonpartisan research group focusing on tax and budget 
policy. It is an initiative of Kids Forward. 
 

http://www.wisconsinbudgetproject.org/the-threat-of-a-constitutional-convention-to-enact-a-balanced-budget-amendment

