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Three Affordable Housing Facilities Awarded   
“Backyard Solar” Grants 

 
Madison, WI - Winners of the new MadiSUN “Backyard Solar” grants were announced 
Tuesday during a press conference at City Row Apartments on East Johnson Street.  
 
Three grants totaling $30,000 were awarded to two Madison affordable housing 
providers: 

• Linden Cohousing was awarded a $10,000 grant for a 100-kilowatt solar project 
for their new development at 107 Sutherland Court.  

• Stone House Development was awarded a $10,000 grant for a 97-kilowatt solar 
project at Schroeder Road Apartments to be located on 5614 Schroeder Road. 

• Stone House Development was also awarded a $10,000 grant for a 48-kilowatt 
solar project at Fair Oaks Apartments to be located on 144 South Fair Oaks Ave. 
 

The Backyard Solar Program is an expansion of the MadiSUN Solar Program, a City of 
Madison-led initiative to increase access and adoption of solar electricity across the city. 
The Backyard Solar program provides grants totaling up to 20% of the cost of a new solar 
array. The grants assist nonprofit organizations and affordable housing providers with the 
upfront costs of installing solar systems. 
 
“In 2019, we are expanding (the MadiSUN program) again to ensure that nonprofit 
organizations and those folks that are living in affordable housing can also reap the 
benefits of clean and renewable solar electricity,” stated Mayor Satya Rhodes-Conway. 
“Everyone deserves to benefit from clean, solar energy, and I am just delighted that the 
City is helping to make this possible.” 
 
The Linden Cohousing and Stone House Development projects will host a total of 222 
units, many of which will qualify as affordable housing units. The solar arrays are 
scheduled for construction in 2020. 



 

 

 
“These grants are crucial to allow us to install solar on our projects,” said Rich Arnesen 
of Stone House Development. “Solar allows us keep our operating costs low, and if we 
can keep our operating costs low, we can keep our rents low.” 
 
The Linden Cohousing development is comprised of 45 residential condominium units 
with 11 units designated for buyers at or below 80% of the area median income. The solar 
energy will help provide electricity to the building’s common areas and nine electric 
vehicle charging stations in the parking area.  
 
“The Backyard Solar Grant recipients represent an exciting new opportunity to bring solar 
energy to multifamily housing properties with affordable units,” said Sam Dunaiski, 
program manager at RENEW Wisconsin. “Solar has the promise of being able to help 
everyone in our communities, and the Backyard Solar Program is making that promise a 
reality.” 
 
Altogether, the three Backyard Solar projects will total 245 kilowatts of new solar 
electricity, enough to power nearly 50 average-sized homes. The projects will also spur 
approximately $435,000 in investment in solar power.  
 
“Solar energy is a triple-win for our community,” continued Mayor Rhodes-Conway. “It 
creates local jobs, it’s cost-effective, and it is absolutely critical for achieving our climate 
goals and transitioning to clean energy sources.” 
 
 
About MadiSUN 
 
MadiSUN facilitates and assists in the installation of solar power for residents, businesses, and 
nonprofit organizations located within the City of Madison. More information can be found at 
www.madisunsolar.com 

 
About RENEW Wisconsin 
 
RENEW Wisconsin is a nonprofit organization which promotes solar power, wind power, biogas, 
local hydropower, geothermal energy, and electric vehicles in Wisconsin. RENEW Wisconsin is 
contracted by the City of Madison to implement the MadiSUN programs. More information can be 
found at www.renewwisconsin.org 
 
 

http://www.madisunsolar.com/
http://www.renewwisconsin.org/

