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Midwest CSA Conference early bird rates end Nov. 10 
 

WISCONSIN DELLS – Wisconsin Farmers Union, in partnership with a range of Midwest 

organizations, is convening the Midwest CSA Conference Dec. 7-8 at Chula Vista Resort in 

Wisconsin Dells. With continued growth of the CSA movement in the Midwest come opportunities 

and complexities. The conference will provide a forum for CSA farmers and advocates to come 

together for deliberative discussion and peer-to-peer learning. Full-group sessions will discuss 

individual farms and the movement as a whole need to be vibrant and successful. There will also be a 

trade show with exhibitors showing important products and information for CSA farmers.  

Four tracks throughout the two-day conference will offer workshops for farmers in the areas of: 

Financial Management & Business Planning, Beginning CSA Farming, Production & Logistics, and 

Building Community. The conference will also feature a general session panel discussion with CSA 

farmers and members, who will share their experiences. 

The Beginning CSA Farmer track is geared for those thinking about CSA or just getting started. 

The sessions will walk participants through the question of whether CSA farming may be a good fit 

for them and will also share business planning considerations. Hear from the next generation of CSA 

farmers and learn how CSAs are working in urban areas.  

In the Building Community track, attendees will hear insights from a survey of CSA members 

assessing why CSA members choose one CSA over the other and why do they stay or leave a farm? 

Sessions will also cover best communication practices for farmers and how to make CSA more 

accessible to more people. Learn this and more.  

For those looking for a Business & Financial Management angle, that track will look at strategic 

diversification, financial management, fair labor practices and viable options for CSA labor and 

succession, including apprenticeship options. 

The final track, focused on Production & Logistics, will address risk management for CSA farms, 

variety selection and innovative tools, while also asking the important question of how farmers can 

build a culture of food safety on their farms.  

“We are glad to convene this conference again and bring CSA farmers together to network and 

share their experiences,” said Wisconsin Farmers Union Special Projects Coordinator Sarah Lloyd.  

“The workshops will provide hands-on information and the general sessions and networking time 

will allow farmers to recharge their batteries after a long growing season.”  

To register or learn more about the Midwest CSA Conference, visit www.midwestcsa.com. 

Early-bird rates will go through Nov. 10. A special rate on rooms at Chula Vista Resort has been 

reserved through this Fri., Nov. 3. To receive the discounted rate, call 1-855 923 8144 and refer to 

booking ID number F51475.  

The Midwest CSA Conference has been made possible thanks to support from Wisconsin 

Farmers Union and Wisconsin Natural Food Associates, as well as sponsorships from Compeer 

Financial, North Wind Renewable Energy, Michael Fields Agricultural Institute, the Land 

Stewardship Project and the UW-Madison Center for Integrated Agricultural Systems. 
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