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Attorney General Admits to Picking and Choosing  
What Laws to Enforce 

 
MADISON – Yesterday, in a shocking admission, Attorney General Brad Schimel argued that Eric O’Keefe 
was not subject to a secrecy order in the John Doe proceedings, an order that even O’Keefe admits being 
bound by and violating. This is the latest example of the AG picking and choosing what laws he enforces 
and against whom he enforces them. Rep. Chris Taylor (D-Madison) issued the following response: 
 
“The AG should know that you can’t just ignore and violate court orders. Apparently, according to the AG, 
if you are a big conservative donor who runs a dark money group, you don’t have to abide by a court 
order like the rest of us, and leaks to conservative publications are okay. It seems unprecedented for an 
AG to dismiss a judge’s order based on his own subjective opinion. The AG should be the people’s 
attorney rather than a partisan advocate for a right-wing agenda.  
 
“Additionally, AG Schimel continues to refuse to investigate leaks to the Wall Street Journal (WSJ). The 
WSJ admitted in October 2015 that although the John Doe documents were filed under seal ‘two sources 
have read them to us.’ It seems that the AG is only concerned with leaks to The Guardian, which detail a 
corrupt scheme involving Governor Walker, Wisconsin Club for Growth, and corporate donors. 
 
“Further, the AG should set forth what statutory authority and precedent there is for the use of a special 
master in a criminal investigation into The Guardian leak, as he requests in his October 27th letter to Chief 
Justice Roggensack. This unusual action seems unprecedented.  
 
“The AG’s actions reveal exactly what is wrong with Wisconsin’s Republican-controlled government – 
They’re more concerned with finding out who leaked documents than investigating an intricate scheme 
of corruption and passing and enforcing laws that serve an extreme partisan agenda. How shameful.”   
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