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NEW REPORT: Few Know About Lifesaving Lung Cancer Screening  
Key findings prove need for education during Lung Cancer Awareness Month  

 

Brookfield, Wisconsin – (November 1, 2017) – To spark action this Lung Cancer 

Awareness Month (November), today the American Lung Association in Wisconsin 

released findings from the 4th annual Lung Health Barometer, a survey that revealed 

critically low awareness of lung cancer and lifesaving lung cancer screening. 

 

Lung cancer is the nation’s leading cause of cancer deaths, and in 2014 4,081 Wisconsin 

residents were diagnosed with the disease. Low-dose CT scan lung cancer screening can 

catch the disease early, when the lung cancer is more curable. Results of the Lung 

Association’s Lung Health Barometer illustrate the need for greater awareness and 

education of lung cancer and screening for those considered at high risk. 

 

“The toll lung cancer takes on our families, friends and neighbors in Wisconsin and 

across the nation is truly devastating,” said Linda Witucki, executive director of the Lung 

Association in Wisconsin. “With the availability of lung cancer screening, we have the 

opportunity to find the disease earlier and save lives. However, to make this lifesaving 

opportunity a reality, we must do more to raise awareness of both lung cancer and 

screening.” 

 

An estimated 9 million Americans are considered at high risk for lung cancer, and if only 

half of those at high risk were screened, more than 15,000 could be saved. Despite this 

lifesaving opportunity, fewer than five percent of high-risk Americans have been 

screened for lung cancer. 

 

Key Themes & Findings of the 2017 Lung Health Barometer include:  

• Only 3 percent of women have lung cancer as a top-of-mind health concern. 

• Among high-risk current and former smokers, the survey revealed a low 

awareness of lung cancer screening:  

http://www.lung.org/our-initiatives/lung-force/womens-lung-health-barometer/
https://www.lungnet.org/ALA%20Global%20Documents/Data%20and%20Statistics%20-%20Lung%20Cancer%202014%20Incidence%20and%202015%20Mortality%20by%20State%20and%20Sex.pdf
https://www.lungnet.org/ALA%20Global%20Documents/Data%20and%20Statistics%20-%20Lung%20Cancer%202014%20Incidence%20and%202015%20Mortality%20by%20State%20and%20Sex.pdf


a. Only 15 percent are aware that screening for lung cancer is 

recommended and covered by Medicare and most healthcare plans 

at no cost 

• The top reason those at high-risk for lung cancer give for not getting 

screened is that their doctor never recommended it.  

• 84 percent of the high-risk population is unfamiliar with the only 

recommended lung cancer screening available – the low-dose CT scan. 

• Despite it potentially saving their lives, 41 percent of high-risk current and 

former smokers are not planning on getting screened for lung cancer.   

More information about the Lung Health Barometer, including a video and an 

infographic, is available here.  

 

About the American Lung Association in Wisconsin 

The American Lung Association in Wisconsin is the leading organization working to save 

lives by improving lung health and preventing lung disease, through research, education 

and advocacy. The work of the American Lung Association is focused on four strategic 

imperatives: to defeat lung cancer; to improve the air we breathe; to reduce the burden 

of lung disease on individuals and their families; and to eliminate tobacco use and 

tobacco-related diseases. For more information about the American Lung Association, a 

holder of the Better Business Bureau Wise Giving Guide Seal, or to support the work it 

does, call 1-800-LUNGUSA (1-800-586-4872) or visit: Lung.org. 
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