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MEDIA   ADVISORY/PRESS   RELEASE   

WEDC   and   Arts   Wisconsin   announce    
We’re   All   In   Crea�ve   Workforce   Program    in   Green   Bay   

virtual   launch   event:    Thursday,   October   29,   2   pm   
hosted   by   Mosaic   Arts,   Inc.   |    www.facebook.com/mosaicartsinc     

WHAT:      Wisconsin   Economic   Development   Corpora�on   (WEDC)   WEDC   and   Arts   Wisconsin    announce   the   
launch   of   the    We’re   All   In   Crea�ve   Workforce   Program    in   Green   Bay.    This   is   
a   workforce   engagement   and   development   program   pu�ng    Wisconsin’s   
crea�ve   workers   back   to   work   during   the   COVID-19   pandemic.     The   program,   
hosted   by   Arts   Wisconsin   and   m ade   possible   with   support   from   WEDC   and   
other   public/private   partners,   provides   a   much-needed   short-term   
employment   opportunity   for   self-employed   crea�ve   workers   throughout   
Wisconsin.    Arts   Wisconsin   is   working   with   Mosaic   Arts,   Inc.   to   support   
crea�ve   workers   in   the   Green   Bay   area.   

WHEN:      2   pm,   Thursday,   October   29   

WHERE:     Facebook   Live    www.facebook.com/mosaicartsinc   
  

EVENT   DETAILS:      WEDC   Deputy   Director   Sam   Rikkers.   Arts   Wisconsin   
Director   Anne   Katz,   and   Mosaic   Arts   Inc.   Director   Silvija   Jensen   will   speak   at   
the   event,   and   members   of   the   Griffon   String   Ensemble   will   perform.     All   
speakers   will   be   available   for   interviews   a�er   the   formal   announcement.     

  
PROJECT   DETAILS:     Mosaic   Arts   Inc.’s    Crea�ve   Workforce   Program    features    the   
Griffon   String   Ensemble,   a   program   of   Midsummer’s   Music,   in   residence   in   Green   Bay   
Area   Public   Schools.     There   is   a   real   need   to   foster   young   students   in   the   arts   and   
string   instruc�on/music   is   underserved   in   our   community.   The   loss   of   the   Green   Bay   Symphony   and   the   
complete   shut-down   due   to   COVID-19   makes   this   need   even   greater   in   2020-2021.     

  
The   Griffon   String   Ensemble   will   work   with   all   strings   students   at   Washington   Middle   School,   and   with   
other   Green   Bay   students   in   educa�onal   opportuni�es.   Schools   selected   are   located   within   the   city   of   
Green   Bay   and   the   residency   will   occur   virtually   un�l   it   is   safe   to   be   in-person   again.These   offerings   will   
consist   of   videos   about   string   instruments,   music   apprecia�on,   history,   theory,   collegial   playing,   and   
feedback   on   students’   progress   on   their   own   instruments   and   studies.   Total   instruc�onal   �me   is   15   hours   
per   week.     
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ABOUT   THE   WE’RE   ALL   IN   CREATIVE   WORKFORCE   PROGRAM:     The    We’re   All   In   Crea�ve   Workforce   
Program    capitalizes   on   the   ar�stry   and   entrepreneurship   of   the   state’s   currently   under-employed   
crea�ve   workers   to   aid   in   the   recovery,   unity,   and   healing   of   Wisconsin’s   economy   and   communi�es,   
large   and   small.      “WEDC   is   pleased   to   support   this   ini�a�ve   because   local   public   art   and   arts   experiences   
are   key   to   crea�ng   a   sense   of   place   in   a   community,”   said   WEDC   Secretary   and   CEO   Missy   Hughes.    “It’s   
equally   important   to   remember   that   many   ar�sts   and   performers   are   also   small   business   owners   or   
independent   contractors   who   are   facing   the   challenges   of    the   COVID-19   pandemic.    WEDC   is   commi�ed   
to   both   strengthening   our   Wisconsin   communi�es   and   helping   small   businesses   thrive.”     

In   addi�on   to   the   projects   in   Green   Bay,   the   par�cipa�ng   communi�es   and   host   organiza�ons   to   date   
are:     

● Ashland   and   Bayfield   Coun�es   -   Chequamegon   Bay   Arts   Council   

● Eau   Claire   -   Eau   Claire   Public   Arts   Council   and   Pablo   Center   for   the   Arts   

● La   Crosse   -   Pump   House   Regional   Arts   Center    

● Madison   -    Madison   Arts   Commission     

● Milwaukee   -   Imagine   MKE     

● Portage   County   -   CREATE   Portage   County     

● Rhinelander    -   Artstart   Rhinelander     

● Viroqua   -   Viroqua   Chamber   Main   Street.   

Wisconsin   Economic   Development   Corpora�on    (WEDC)   is   Wisconsin’s   economic   development   agency,   
ac�va�ng   and   accelera�ng    economic   opportunity   in   every   corner   of   Wisconsin,   genera�ng   a   
collabora�ve   culture   fueled   by   public-private   partnerships   to   help   the   state's   economy   thrive .     WEDC   
focuses   on   strategic   business   compe��veness,   strategic   development,   community   and   economic   
opportunity,   brand   development   and   strategy,   and   opera�onal   and   fiscal   excellence.       www.wedc.org .     

Arts   Wisconsin    is   the   state’s   community   cultural   development   organiza�on,   whose   work   is   based   on   the   
belief     that   crea�vity   is   essen�al   to   a   prosperous,   equal,   and   democra�c   society.     Arts   Wisconsin’s   
programs   and   services   ac�vate   a   vibrant   crea�ve   economy   and   access   to   crea�ve   opportuni�es   
statewide,   through   advocacy,   service,   promo�on,   and   technical   assistance.      www.artswisconsin.org .     

Mosaic   Arts,   Inc.    is   dedicated   to   represen�ng   the   variety   of   arts   and   cultural   opportuni�es   in   the   Green   
Bay   regions.    Mosaic   Arts   promotes   and   supports   the   work   of   ar�sts,   arts   and   cultural   organiza�ons,   and   
crea�ve   businesses,   and   fosters   arts   educa�on   for   all   students.    www.mosaicartsinc.org .     

Midsummer’s   Music   of   Door   County    launched   the    Griffon   String   Ensemble    in   2018,   to   enhance   student   
learning   and   academic   achievement   in   northeast   Wisconsin   through   increased   exposure   to—and   
par�cipa�on   in—music.    Midsummer’s   Music   has   brought   professional   chamber   music   to   Door   County   
audiences   for   more   than   three   decades.     www.midsummersmusic.com     

For   more   informa�on,   contact   Anne   Katz,   608   255   8316   |    akatz@artswisconsin.org .      
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