
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Date: October 27, 2016            

Democratic Weekly Radio Address:  

“Make Infrastructure a Priority” 
 

MADISON – Representative Robb Kahl offered the following Democratic Weekly Radio address today 

calling for investment in Wisconsin’s infrastructure. 

 

"Our state’s infrastructure is vital for growing our economy," Rep. Kahl said. "We need to invest in smart, 

long-term solutions that benefit Wisconsin drivers and taxpayers. We can do better, and we will do 

better." 

 

The audio file of this week’s address can be found here and a video version can be viewed here. 

 

A written transcript of the address is below:  

 

Hello, I’m State Representative Robb Kahl with this week’s Democratic address. Our state’s 

infrastructure is vital for growing our economy. Currently, we have the fourth worst roads in the nation 

with 71 percent of our roadways in poor or mediocre condition. The governor and Republican legislature 

has made no significant effort to fix our state’s worsening roadways, which would promote job growth, 

encourage tourism and keep Wisconsin taxpayers safe while traveling. 

 

Republicans in control had the past five years to address transportation issues; while some GOP 

legislators have recently promised action on transportation, it’s nothing but an empty, election year 

promise. Time and time again, they have failed to invest in our communities. Democrats have attempted 

to address transportation budget shortfalls with commonsense, sustainable solutions for businesses, 

commuters and taxpayers that rely on our roads every day. For example, I introduced to reinstate 

indexing of the gas tax been passed, the average Wisconsin driver would have paid less than $10 annually 

in additional gas taxes.  

 

Now, the costs will increase even more for Wisconsin taxpayers. In Wausau, for example, vehicle owners 

will have to pay a $25 wheel tax to Marathon County, and it is likely they will need to pay a $20 wheel tax 

to the City.  The decision to create these taxes was forced upon local government leaders who had to act 

responsibly in the face of inaction by the Governor.  Not only that, the national nonprofit TRIP released a 

report stating that poor state infrastructure costs motorists $6 billion a year in congestion-related delays, 

crashes and vehicle repairs. 

 

We need to invest in smart, long-term solutions that benefit Wisconsin drivers and taxpayers. We can do 

better, and we will do better. Thank you.   

 

      ### 
 

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/7126ec513f66440e67bfd72aa/files/Kahl_Audio.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VrFpdKk1UJc

