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Green Bay Should Expand Early Vote Locations 
 

As the statewide coalition dedicated to strengthening democracy, Our Democracy 2020 is deeply 
concerned about the recent revelations regarding the Green Bay municipal clerk’s refusal to open 
an early voting location on the UW-Green Bay campus. We urge the city of Green Bay to rectify 
this and expand early voting locations as soon as possible. 

To refuse to allow early voting on the UW-Green Bay campus because the clerk was afraid it 
would help Democrats not only shows outrageous partisan bias, it also interferes with the 
exercise of our most basic right. Everyone in public life should be encouraging students to 
vote—not make it harder for them to do so. 

By refusing to implement early voting locations on campus for this election, when turnout is 
expected to be very high, Green Bay officials are doing a disservice to the democratic process.  

We saw what happened at UW-Green Bay during April's presidential primary. Voters were 
crammed in line, waiting hours to vote- many who weren’t able to stay and had to leave before 
they could cast their ballots. Some voters were still waiting 90 minutes after the polls closed. 

To prevent the same fiasco from happening on November 8, there is an obvious solution: put 
early voting sites where they can be of the most use. An additional early vote location on the 
UW-Green Bay campus can alleviate the strain on voters and poll workers alike.   

Voting is an inalienable right in our democracy. If our voting system is inaccessible to any voter, 
the ideals we claim to live by become hollow and shriveled. A confident and engaged electorate 
is not possible in a weak democracy. Therefore, we strongly advise the city of Green Bay to 
implement an early vote location where they know voters will use it: on campus. 
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OUR DEMOCRACY 2020 is a coalition of people and organizations, housed under 
Wisconsin Voices, working to strengthen Wisconsin’s democracy.  

 


