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Brooks: “A lot of reasons why a man is getting paid more than a woman”  
Asked about pay discrimination and justifies it  

 
REEDSBURG – In what felt like a moment right out of the 1950’s, last night, Rep. Ed Brooks (R-
Reedsburg) said “there may be a lot of reasons why a man is getting paid more than a woman.”  Brooks’ 
response was in answer to a question at last night’s 50th Assembly District candidate forum in Mauston 
asking about whether or not it’s ok for women to make less money than men.   
 
“Like nearly everyone at last night’s forum, I was shocked to hear Ed Brooks justify why women make 
less money than men.  My daughter, wife and mother should never be treated with the disrespect that 
was shown last night.  The thought that an elected representative could think that it’s ok to treat citizens 
differently based on their age, race or gender is absolutely unacceptable in 2016,” Shrader said.  “This 
antiquated way of thinking is a relic, and should be left in the history books.  I’m terribly disappointed to 
find out that Ed Brooks believes that women are not his equal in every way, including in their ability to 
earn the same pay as men.” 
 
Brooks doubled down on his answer stating that this is an employer/employee issue and that “If the 
works not equal, there may be a disparity.”   
 
Art and his wife of 22 years, Mindy, live in rural Reedsburg and have two children, Dakota and Miranda.  
After serving overseas as a Marine in Operation Desert Storm, Art attended UW-Richland County and 
graduated with degrees from both Winona State University and UW-Madison.  Art works at WCCU Credit 
Union as a Business Loan Officer.  He is a member of VFW Post 1916, the Eagles Nest Detachment of the 
Marine Corps League and previously was a member of the Lions Club, Kiwanis Club, Sauk County 
Chamber of Commerce, Sauk County Economic Development Corporation Board, Baraboo Revitalization 
Committee, Reedsburg Outdoor Club and the Reedsburg Homeless Shelter Board. 
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