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Green Bay, WI – Zach Vruwink, Mayor of Wisconsin Rapids was elected the League of Wisconsin 
Municipalities Board of Directors President this week at the League’s 121st Annual Conference 
in Green Bay. The League serves Wisconsin’s cities and villages, providing advocacy, training 
and legal services. 

Vruwink is the 102ndst League President.  The Mayor will serve through the 2020 Annual 
Conference. He will lead the League board of directors, appoint new board members as 
vacancies arise, and work closely with the League staff to implement the League’s priorities.  

Looking forward to 2020, the Mayor says it will be a year of focus for the League. “Our advocacy 
efforts will be focused on local government finance. We want to use the upcoming 2020 
campaign season to call attention to the fact that Wisconsin’s property-tax-only system of 
funding local government is a 19th Century relic. That relic is not suitable for the dynamic new 
economy of the 21st Century; a new economy that Mayor Vruwink is determined to bring to his 
home town. “I’m as passionate about the potential of Wisconsin Rapids and other Wisconsin 
cities and villages as I was at the beginning of my career. We just need the right tools to do the 
job, and to do that, we will rely on the League to make our case to the Legislature and 
Governor.” 

Another strategic direction of the 2020 League will be to promote inclusivity and diversity in all 
of its formats; age, gender, race, ethnicity and sexual orientation. “Wisconsin has always been a 
diverse state, and we’re going to become more so in the next few years. Large cities and small 
villages that want to succeed will embrace that diversity and celebrate it as an economic 
strength.” 



 

 

Vruwink recognizes that diversity brings challenges along with its opportunities, and he will 
work with other League leaders to assure that the League continues to be a resource and a 
sounding board for both incumbent and new local officials. “Let’s face it, running for and 
participating in local office is not for the faint of heart,” he says. “The League’s Local 
Government 101 training, the annual conference, regional meetings and online training will be 
even more important in the future. I am honored to have been elected to the position of 
League President for 2020, and I pledge to my fellow local leaders that I will listen, engage, and 
work with them. It’s going to be a great year.” 

Vruwink has served as Mayor of the City of Wisconsin Rapids since 2012. He is a proud graduate 
of the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point.  He also serves on the League of Wisconsin 
Municipal Mutual Insurance Board of Directors and is a Mayor’s Innovation Project Steering 
Committee member. Vruwink has prioritized efforts to transform Wisconsin Rapids' economy 
and attractiveness as a place to do business, visit and raise a family.  

 

### 

The League of Wisconsin Municipalities advocates for Wisconsin’s cities and villages, large and small, 
urban and rural, speaking up for local democracy and common-sense citizen led government. Learn 
more at http://www.lwm-info.org/  
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