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National Lead Poisoning Prevention Week: Wisconsin Can Do More 
 

Madison, Wis. –  Can what happened in Flint, Michigan happen in Wisconsin? A new report 
from the Wisconsin Council on Children and Families (WCCF) sheds light on the high number 
of children exposed to lead and the alarming number of children testing with elevated levels of 
lead in the state.  
 
The report finds that Wisconsin’s blood lead poisoning levels among children are similar to the 
2015 rate in Flint, Michigan – 4.6% vs. 4.9%. Blood lead poisoning has numerous detrimental 
effects that disproportionately affect children and their development, but it is also a solvable 
issue. 
 
 “Blood lead poisoning is a preventable problem,” said Ken Taylor, Executive Director of 
WCCF. “We know what the problem is, what the solutions are, and what the benefits of 
investing in prevention and amelioration efforts are. We owe it to Wisconsin’s children to do as 
much as we can to prevent them from being poisoned by lead.”  
 
The report addresses ways to prevent lead poisoning at a policy level, ranging from 
accountability measures in the testing of children to addressing lead paint in housing and 
replacing lead-lined water pipes. Additionally, the cost savings that an investment in prevention 
would result in are discussed in detail. For example, the Wisconsin Department of Human 
Services estimates that if blood lead poisoning was eliminated there would be a cost savings of 
over $7 billion annually. 
 
Read the full report, “Lead and Wisconsin’s Children” here. For further information on National 
Lead Poisoning Prevention Week, visit the Center for Disease Control website. 
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The Wisconsin Council on Children and Families is a multi-issue policy, research, and advocacy 
organization promoting statewide polices that ensure a safe and healthy future for every child in 
Wisconsin. For more information, visit www.wccf.org 
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