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Faculty discuss high-impact educational practices 
 

PLATTEVILLE, Wis. – As part of a three-session series, more than 20 faculty 

members joined together on Oct. 19 to discuss high-impact educational practices 

at the University of Wisconsin-Platteville. The conversation was facilitated by Dr. 

Jennifer Williamson-Mendez, director of UW-Platteville’s Career and Professional 

Development Office, and Will Hoyer, coordinator of the Student Research and 

Engagement Fund in the Office of Research and Sponsored Programs. 

 

High-impact educational practices promote teaching and learning practices 

implemented outside of traditional coursework. Research shows that these 

implementations are positively associated with student success and retention, 

including students from traditionally underserved populations. High-impact 

practices are an important component of UW-Platteville’s strategic plan and the 

2017-18 work plan, which includes the institutional priorities of improving student 

learning, data-informed decision making, budgeting and planning, supporting 

student success through retention and recruitment initiatives, and campus 

climate. 

 

At the discussion, Dr. Miranda Bader-Goodman, a co-principal investigator for 

UW-Platteville’s Nanotechnology-based Analysis of Cancer through 

Undergraduate Research Experience project, explained her work with high-

impact educational practices. Since 2015, multiple engineering and biology 

students have participated in the hands-on and collaborative NANOCURE 

project, providing them with additional educational and professional skills.  

 

“When we started the project, I asked myself what I would have wanted from an 

undergraduate research project at that age,” Bader-Goodman said. “Since talking 

to the students and discovering how I could tailor my knowledge and teaching to 



 

 

each individual, we’ve had some amazing results.” Bader-Goodman added that 

providing students with successful undergraduate research requires constant 

evolution and adaption throughout the length of the project. 

 

In addition to undergraduate research, the Association of American Colleges and 

Universities recognizes the following high-impact educational practices: first-year 

seminars and experiences, common intellectual experiences, learning 

communities, writing-intensive courses, collaborative assignments and projects, 

diversity learning, service or community-based learning, capstone projects and 

internships. At UW-Platteville, students are encouraged to participate in multiple 

high-impact practices. 

 

“During our first session, we discussed the basics of high-impact practices,” 

Williamson-Mendez said. “Now we want to find ways to ensure that all students 

have numerous opportunities to participate. Our goal is for all UW-Platteville 

students to participate in at least two or three high-impact practices before 

graduation.”  

 

The series’ third session will take place on Wednesday, Nov. 1 at 8 a.m. in the 

Markee Pioneer Student Center’s Platteville West room. This session will focus 

on increasing student participation in high-impact practices at UW-Platteville. All 

faculty and staff members are invited to attend. For more information, visit 

www.uwplatt.edu/ttc/hips-coffee-and-conversation.  

 

For more information about high-impact practices, visit www.aacu.org/leap/hips.  
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