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Zero. Point. Zero. 
GOP Sen. Sheila Harsdorf flunks Student Debt Voter Scorecard 

 
RIVER FALLS, WI – The top ranking politician on the state senate’s higher education 
committee received a zero percent ranking on a recent Student Loan Voter Scorecard compiled 
by the non-partisan One Wisconsin Institute. The scorecard highlighted several votes by Sen. 
Sheila Harsdorf (R-River Falls) to limit financial aid and block student loan debt refinancing.  
 
“Families struggling to make monthly student loan payments are being left behind by the one 
person who’s supposed to be fighting for them,” said Matt Ullsvik, SSDC Executive Director. 
“Rather than working to lower student debt, Sen. Harsdorf cut millions in funding from higher 
education and voted to freeze financial aid. She’s turned her back on hardworking families who 
need help the most.” 
 
As chair of the Senate Committee on Universities and Colleges, Sen. Harsdorf has repeatedly 
blocked action on student loan debt while cutting nearly $1 billion in funding from higher 
education since 2011. Democratic proposals to lower student loan debt, including the Higher Ed, 
Lower Debt Bill, have been blocked by Sen. Harsdorf and Wall Street special interests.  
 
“We need leaders who will listen to working families and address the challenges facing college 
graduates,” added Ullsvik. “Diane Odeen is committed to investing in local schools and making 
college more affordable for Wisconsin’s working families. Diane understands that we can’t fall 
further behind states like Minnesota that are working to lower student loan debt and increase 
education opportunities. In the Senate, she’ll stand up to the big Wall Street banks that are 
profiting off Wisconsin families and fight to expand student loan debt refinancing options.” 
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