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President Obama Endorses Art Shrader for the 50th Assembly District 
Support Underscores Crucial Nature of This Race 

  
WASHINGTON —Today President Barack Obama endorsed Art Shrader (D-Reedsburg) in his race for the 
50th Assembly District against Rep. Ed Brooks (R-Reedsburg).  Shrader is among a select group of state 
legislative candidates from around the country to be endorsed by the President.   
 
The race has received national attention due to Shrader’s record of service to our country and his local 
community. He is a Marine Corps combat veteran who served in Operation Desert Storm and for the last 
20+ years has worked with farmers and small businesses as a community banker. 
  
“We are thrilled that President Obama is endorsing our candidates in some of the most competitive races 
across the country,” said Jessica Post, Executive Director of the Democratic Legislative Campaign 
Committee. “His endorsement highlights how crucial state legislative elections are to building on the 
progress the President has achieved and to continuing to move our nation forward.”    
  
The President’s endorsement comes just one day after the Wisconsin State Journal endorsed Shrader for 
the 50th Assembly District over four-term incumbent, Brooks.   
 
“As a community banker who has worked with small businesses to grow and expand, I know what it 
takes to get our rural economy working again.  With Wisconsin at the bottom of the Midwest in job 
creation, Rep. Ed Brooks just isn’t cutting it anymore,” Shrader said. “So many people feel that our 
political system is rigged against them and when you look at my opponent’s record it is clear why people 
feel that way. Last session, Rep. Brooks voted with his party nearly 98.5 percent of the time. The 50th 
Assembly District deserves a fresh voice in the State Capitol and I will stand up to corruption and fight to 
invest in our struggling public schools and roads. I am honored to have earned the support of President 
Obama and will aggressively continue to reach out to voters over the next 15 days.” 
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