
 

 

 

Actions Speak Louder than Words on Chronic Wasting Disease 
Katrina Shankland – Assembly Assistant Minority Leader (Assembly District 71, D-Stevens Point) 

 

With hunters preparing for their autumn deer hunt, there is cause for real concern with the resurgence and 

spread of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) across the state’s deer herd. Infection rates in Wisconsin appear to 

be at an all-time high. The health and vitality of the state’s deer herd is paramount, and it is time for meaningful 

action from state officials.  

 

Rep. Chris Danou of Trempealeau and Rep. Nick Milroy of South Range rang the alarm to Governor Walker’s 

office last spring and offered input on what could be done to help mitigate this 100% fatal disease. Without their 

leadership, I’m not sure the governor would be addressing this problem at all. And yet, Governor Walker’s 

CWD plan is uninspiring and won’t do nearly enough to move the needle on this critical issue.  

 

While editorial boards have written about the need for action, local officials are passing resolutions asking for 

more meaningful action from the state, and the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation has issued a series of thoughtful 

recommendations to prevent the spread of CWD. But the governor has rigidly stuck to a handful of talking 

points that don’t amount to any real action. 

 

This summer, Governor Walker stated, "We’ve tested more deer than any state in the nation.” That may be true, 

but by making that claim, Governor Walker is largely taking credit for the work of Governor Jim Doyle’s DNR. 

Of the nearly 194,000 deer analyzed by the DNR since testing of CWD began, only 27,171 have been tested 

during Scott Walker’s tenure as governor. That’s just 14%. In fact, Walker has cut funding for the collection of 

deer tissue for CWD testing by over $50,000 since 2013, per the state’s budget agency.  

 

We also recently learned the DNR plans to delay a scheduled update to the state’s CWD response plan. This is 

compounded by the fact that DNR Secretary Cathy Stepp is openly advocating for staff cuts in the next state 

budget, on top of the 93 positions that were cut in the 2015 state budget. According to the Legislative Fiscal 

Bureau, staffing levels at the DNR have hit a thirty-year low, and overall DNR authorized staffing levels have 

declined by 18% since its peak level in 1994-95.  

 

Under Governor Walker, the DNR has reduced funding for CWD Policy and Planning by over $77,000 and has 

cut funding of CWD research by $118,000 since 2013. What’s even more ironic is that a 2012 report by Dr. 

James Kroll, Walker’s deer trustee, called for a “more passive approach to CWD” in the state’s Deer 

Management Zone.  

 

Hunting is a way of life and a proud tradition in Wisconsin. Our state’s deer herd supports our billion dollar 

hunting industry. Nobody wants to come across a deer in the woods that looks like it should be on an episode of 

The Walking Dead. At a minimum, we should restore the funding cuts to the DNR and increase CWD testing. 

We should also consider going back to traditional deer registration systems, which increase access to CWD 

testing and have been a huge part of our sporting culture.  

 

State leaders need to come together to formulate a real plan, not talking points. Actions speak louder than words 

– and we need action now.  


