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Joe Huftel Committed to Reducing Burden of Student Loan Debt 
Economy Weighed Down By 1 Million Wisconsinites with Student Loan Debt 

RICE LAKE – Today, Joe Huftel, candidate for the 75th Assembly District, reiterated his 

support for reducing the burden of student loan debt in Wisconsin. As a state representative, 

Huftel will reinvest in higher education and fight to allow graduates to refinance their student 

loans.  

“Prospective law and medical school students have long been warned about the ‘Golden 

Handcuffs’ – massive student debt that makes it all but impossible to practice in rural and 

underserved areas or start your own business. Sadly, this now applies to almost anyone seeking 

education beyond high school,” said Huftel. “When our best and brightest are graduating with 

these absurd levels of debt, it hurts all of us. Things like buying homes, starting families, and 

creating new businesses are put off. Or, worse yet, these talented, tech-savvy people leave for 

greener pastures in other states.” 

“I am committed to attacking the student debt crisis on two fronts,” Huftel continued. “Over the 

long-term, we must reinvest in higher education. As recently as 2000, in-state undergrad tuition 

was set at about a third of the cost of instruction while state aid covered the rest. Today, state aid 

only covers about 30% and students are asked to pick up the slack.” 

“In the short term, we must give new and recent graduates the flexibility to control their financial 

future by enacting Higher Ed, Lower Debt, which allows people to refinance their student debt, 

like we already do with mortgages and car loans.”  

Romaine Quinn voted four times against even debating the Higher Ed, Lower Debt proposal, and 

was “proud” to vote for a budget that cut $250 million from the UW System. Meanwhile, 36,000 

students who qualified for need-based aid in 2015 did not receive any because, as Quinn would 

say, “the money wasn’t there.” 

While Republicans continue to prioritize handouts to big corporations over funding education, 

neighboring states like Minnesota are eating our lunch economically. Many of our best teachers 

and professors have already left, and our new graduates won’t be far behind once they see that 

Minnesota has already enacted commonsense reforms that allow an average student loan 

borrower to save thousands of dollars in lower interest payments by refinancing. 
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