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Good afternoon, Chairman Testin and members of the Senate Health & Human Services Committee. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on Senate Bill 434, which will enable awarded 

EMS services in Wisconsin to operate under the Emergency Triage, Treatment, and Transport - also 

known as ET3 - Pilot Project being offered by the Centers for Medicaid/Medicare Services (CMS).  

 

This pilot program provides greater flexibility to EMS Services by allowing them to transport patients 

to a destination other than the emergency department, such as an urgent care clinic or physician’s 

office, when that may be the most appropriate destination.  

 

Medicare regulations currently only allow payment to EMS services when patients are transported to 

hospitals, critical access hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, and dialysis centers. As a result, most 

beneficiaries are transported to one of these facilities when a lower acuity destination may be better 

suited for that individual’s care. ET3 will allow for participating agencies to receive reimbursement 

from Medicare for transporting to alternative destinations. 

 

This flexibility will allow participating EMS services to most appropriately address the health care 

needs of Medicare beneficiaries following a 911 call and help reduce the lower acuity patient load for 

hospital emergency departments, allowing for more efficient use of hospital and EMS resources.  

 

The Department first became aware of the ET3 opportunity several months ago. After careful review 

by our program and legal team, we determined that we could not support the program without 

additional statutory or administrative language. The Department strives to be good stewards of the 

authority the legislature provides to us, and we recognized that this pilot required a departure from 

past practice. After feedback from the EMS community, and conversations with the bill authors, we 

came to agreement on additional statutory language which will help the Department support this pilot 

should a Wisconsin provider be selected. We are very excited about this opportunity, and are grateful 

to have engaged in a collaborative process with our community and legislative partners.    

 

The ET3 model is supported by the Department, as it provides potential cost-savings and efficiency by 

allowing for patient transport directly to the most appropriate facility. This project allows for a more 

streamlined and effective approach to patient transportation, and is one of many recent legislative 

changes that have been made to assist the EMS community in providing effective emergency response 

in an era of reduced funding, staff shortages, and limited financial options.   

 

The Department supports efforts to assure Wisconsin’s EMS practitioners are able to efficiently and 

effectively provide quality patient care and to transport patients to the most appropriate facility to 
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continue that care.  We look forward to working with any awardees in Wisconsin and to learn 

alongside them. 

 

Ultimately, we recognize that EMS services will continue to evolve. We believe this pilot – with the 

support from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation and other states involved – will 

provide the appropriate environment for us to work with EMS and study how we can preserve and 

enhance quality of care while working toward reducing expenditures. 

 

We appreciate the engagement of the bill authors on this legislation and thank them for supporting 

innovation in EMS.  The Department supports Substitute Amendment 1 offered by Senator Kooyenga. 

I am happy to answer any questions from the committee.   


