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Mayor Mason Releases 2020 Budget: Biggest property tax rate 
reduction in more a decade, no cuts to jobs or services 

Budget focused on sustainability, smart city innovation, and creating a more inclusive and equitable city 
 

City of Racine – Tonight, Mayor Cory Mason introduced the City of Racine budget for 2020. 
 
“Tonight, I introduced a balanced budget that not only honors our fiscal responsibilities, but also advances our shared 
values of creating a City that is equitable, inclusive, sustainable, and smart,” said Mayor Mason. “Despite the revenue 
limits and expenditure restraints placed upon us by the State Legislature, this proposed $215 million dollar budget 
includes no job losses and no furloughs. This budget also does not eliminate any City services.” 
  
In the proposed 2020 budget, the property tax levy will be $53,820,230, which is almost a 1% reduction.  The City 
property tax mil rate is estimated to drop from 16.09 to 14.92, a decrease of over 7%, which is the largest drop in more 
than a decade. 
 
One of the most significant new initiatives proposed is the budget is the creation of the Racine RENTS initiative. RENTS 
stands for Rental Empowerment and Neighborhood Tenant Services. Racine RENTS is a comprehensive package of 
reforms aimed at protecting both renters and good landlords, while sending a clear message to absentee property 
owners that the City will no longer tolerate them letting their properties deteriorate, blighting our neighborhoods and 
impacting all residents’ quality of life.  
 
The Racine RENTS Initiative will:  
 

• Require residential rental and commercial property owners to register with the City so we will be able to know 

who owns and manages properties, and how to contact them in case of emergencies or problems.  

• Require banks to register, inspect, and maintain all properties pending foreclosure so that we can both help 

residents avoid foreclosure if possible, and so that mortgage holders don’t just leave foreclosed properties to sit 

abandoned and uncared for in our neighborhoods.  

• Create a publicly searchable database of all City properties so that tenants, neighbors, and advocates can see 

whether properties have been cited for code violations and if and when those violations were addressed 

• Strengthens the City’s retaliation ordinances to ensure that tenants who are paying their rent and doing the 

right thing by calling the City to report code violations cannot be evicted by unscrupulous landlords.  

• Update our chronic nuisance ordinances to give neighborhoods and the City additional tools to enforce against 

properties that have multiple code violations.  

• Creates a proactive rental inspection program so that the City has the ability to conduct systemic, scheduled 

rental inspections in defined districts that have high amounts of blight, code violations, police and fire calls.  

• Finally, it creates a rent withholding program where tenants whose landlords have been cited for code violations 

and who have failed to address those violations will be able to pay their rent to the City instead of to their 



landlords. The City will hold the funds in escrow and pay the landlord only when the landlord has addressed the 

code violations.  

 
“I believe we can accomplish great things as a City and that there are plenty of reasons to be excited about our future. 
Our City, driven by the hard work of our employees and our partners, is finding creative, innovative ways every single 
day to improve our community and strengthen our future, even under the fiscal constraints we face,” said Mayor 
Mason. 
 
“I have every confidence that with the Council’s support, our community partners, and most importantly with the 
participation of Racine residents, this budget will allow Racine to continue on our path towards creating a more 
sustainable, smart, equitable and inclusive City that allows all of our residents to thrive,” continued Mason. 
 
About the City of Racine 
 
With a population of 78,000, Racine, Wisconsin is the fifth largest municipality in the state of Wisconsin.  It is home to 
manufacturing businesses that enjoy world-wide reputations, SC Johnson, CNH Industrial, Twin Disc, Modine, and In-
Sink-Erator among them.  Racine is also home to diverse cultures, a thriving downtown, and world-class beaches along 
the shores of Lake Michigan. 
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