
 

 

      

    
 

     
 

     
 

        
 

    
 
Please support SB442/AB491 
Keep Wisconsin’s Indoor Air Clean 
 
TO: Wisconsin State Lawmakers  
FROM:  

October 15, 2019 

In 2009, Wisconsin passed the Smoke Free Air law 

guaranteeing everyone’s right to breathe clean air in all 

workplaces including bars and restaurants.  We are nearing 

the 10-year anniversary, and the promise of clean indoor 

air is at risk. Toxins have begun to sneak in again through 

new products that didn’t exist in 2009.  E-cigarettes are not 

included in the state law; SB442/AB491 prohibits the use of 

e-cigarettes anywhere that tobacco smoking is prohibited.  



That includes bars, restaurants, and other public places that we’ve all come to enjoy being smoke-free.  

Contrary to what the industry reports, the aerosol from e-cigarettes and other devices is not simple water vapor.  

Numerous studies have demonstrated unsafe levels of nicotine, chemicals and heavy metals.  JUUL is the most 

popular vaping device with teens, and “juuling” is now a verb many of our young citizens are familiar with. One 

JUUL pod is said to pack the same nicotine punch as one pack of regular cigarettes, and it’s not uncommon for 

youth to consume a full pod in one day. The Surgeon General, FDA and Wisconsin Department of Health Services 

have all called the rise in youth e-cigarette use an “epidemic.” 

In 2016, the Surgeon General concluded that secondhand e-cigarette aerosol contains, "nicotine; ultrafine 
particles; flavorings such as diacetyl, a chemical linked to serious lung disease; volatile organic compounds such as 
benzene, which is found in car exhaust; and heavy metals, such as nickel, tin, and lead."  Additionally, significant 
amounts of mercury, cadmium, nickel, lead, hydrogen cyanide, and chromium, as well as three times the amount 
of ammonia are found in mainstream marijuana smoke than is in tobacco smoke.i 

Children are particularly vulnerable because of their developing lungs—and nicotine is always harmful to 
adolescent brain development. 

Currently, 15 states, the District of Columbia and hundreds of communities throughout the United States 
(including 40 Wisconsin municipalities representing over 30 percent of the state’s total population) have added e-
cigarettes to their smoke-free laws—prohibiting e-cigarette use in the same places where smoking is already not 
allowed. 

Allowing the use of e-cigarettes in smoke-free workplaces would reintroduce toxins into clean air 
made possible by smoke-free policies. Please support SB442/AB491 authored by Representatives 
Mursau and Kolste and Senators Jacque and Risser and help keep Clean Indoor Air CLEAN. 
 
For further information please Dona Wininsky, American Lung Association, 262-703-4840, dona.wininsky@lung.org  

 
American Lung Association in WI 
American Cancer Society Cancer Action 
Network 
American Heart Association 
Coalition of WI Aging Groups 
WI Association of Local Health Departments &    
Boards 
AIDS Resource Council of WI 
Wisconsin Allergy Society 
Sixteenth Street Community Health Centers 
Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids 
Wisconsin Dental Association  
Wisconsin Public Health Association 

Gundersen Health System 
Wisconsin Medical Society 
Marshfield Clinic Health Systems 
Marshfield Children’s Hospital 
Wisconsin Asthma Coalition 
Wisconsin Society for Respiratory Care 
Greater MKE National Assn. of Hispanic Nurses 
Children’s Health Alliance of WI 
Community Advocates 
Medical College of WI 
Milwaukee Chapter National Black Nurses Assn. 
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin 
March of Dimes Wisconsin 

WI Assn. of Osteopathic Physicians & Surgeons 
 

 

iMoir, D., et al., A comparison of mainstream and sidestream marijuana and tobacco cigarette smoke produced under two 

machine smoking conditions. Chem Res Toxicol 21: 494-502. (2008). http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18062674   

 

mailto:dona.wininsky@lung.org

