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Assembly Republicans Release Forward Agenda 
 
Madison…Wisconsin Assembly Republicans are unveiling a Forward Agenda.  It focuses on making 

Wisconsin a place where more people can achieve the American Dream.  The agenda has five areas of 

reform:  building a stronger economy, improving education, creating stronger families and safer 

neighborhoods, promoting self-sufficiency and responding to changing technology.   

 

“The Forward Agenda is a broad outline of ideas to build a better Wisconsin,” said Speaker Robin Vos (R-

Rochester).  “The ideas are for next session and the next decade because forward thinking will help our 

state prosper for generations to come.” 

 

“We will budget for the future when we balance the state’s new two-year spending plan,” said Rep. 

John Nygren (R-Marinette).  “We are committed to reducing the overall tax burden and reforming our 

tax code.” 

 

Building a Stronger Economy 

 

A top priority for Assembly Republicans is growing the state’s economy by improving the business 

climate, lowering taxes and eliminating government red tape.  This means providing assistance to small 

business owners to help increase efficiency as well as having shovel-ready property for business 

development in every county across the state.  Assembly Republicans will continue to prioritize 

government reform to eliminate unnecessary and antiquated rules. 

 

The Forward Agenda also calls for putting controls on state agency growth and establishing a sunset 

provision for administrative rules. 

 

Growing Tomorrow’s Workforce 

 

“We know a better Wisconsin begins in the classroom,” said Speaker Vos. “We will continue to invest 

heavily in education, provide new opportunities for student achievement, and continue the UW System 

tuition freeze for in-state undergraduates.”   

 

The agenda asks for a systematic review of UW System courses to identify possible inefficiencies that make it 

more difficult for students to enroll in required classes. 

 

The plan acknowledges the need to implement the recommendations from the Speaker’s Task Force on 

Rural Schools as well as the development of Wisconsin-based academic standards and accountability 

measures for every school receiving state aid.   
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Improving the Quality of Life 

 

Assembly Republicans will also work to ensure parents have the tools they need to provide safe and healthy 

homes.  The plan includes support for policy initiatives that emphasize healthy early brain development as well 

as requiring a minimum amount of support in child support cases. The agenda also calls for proven, innovative 

solutions for our seniors, a greater emphasis on fighting dementia and continued support for our veterans.  In 

addition, there is a renewed commitment to expanding on the mental health reforms from the Speaker’s Task 

Force on Mental Health. 

 

Pathway to the American Dream  

 

In order to provide a pathway to the American Dream for all Wisconsinites, the Forward Agenda highlights the 

importance of ensuring that taxpayer benefits are helping those really in need. Assembly Republicans will 

support initiatives that will discourage dependency and fraudulent activity.  These efforts may involve 

administering all public benefit programs on the same card system, placing a photo on benefit cards as well as 

screening individuals on benefits for possible substance abuse problems.  Also, Assembly Republicans will 

explore sending all public assistance recipients annual statements of benefits in addition to increasing fraud 

prevention efforts.   

 

The Forward Agenda recommends a review of regulatory licensing requirements and the creation of a self-

employment training program.  The plan addresses the need for better employment options for those who are 

newly released from prison. 

 

Preparing for the Future 

 

Assembly Republicans continue to look toward the future with an eye to developing technology and potential 

policy needs. This means increasing access to state government services through mobile devices. When dealing 

with changing technology, the agenda looks to address the need to protect citizens’ privacy and promote cyber 

security.  Assembly Republicans will work to prohibit unauthorized location tracking and bring the protection of 

cell phone kill switches to every Wisconsinite. 

 

“The Forward Agenda is only snapshot of important ideas that will shape the next session and beyond,” said 

Speaker Vos.  “We would like your input moving forward so that together we can ensure a more prosperous 

Wisconsin for generations to come.”   

 

Share your ideas at www.WisconsinAssemblyRepublicans.com and on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/WisconsinAssemblyRepublicans. #ForwardAgenda 

 

The entire Forward Agenda can be found at the following link: 

http://legis.wisconsin.gov/eupdates/asm63/Vos_ForwardAgenda2014_Final.pdf 
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