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Despite Motion to Approve by Pewaukee Mayor, Request to Open Veteran Peer-Run Respite in Pewaukee goes to 
Common Council with No Recommendation from Plan Commission 
 
(Wisconsin) - On Thursday, October 17, the Pewaukee Plan Commission reviewed a petition from Mental Health America 
of Wisconsin (MHA) for a permit to open a Peer-Run Respite for Veterans.  A Peer-Run Respite is an evidence-based 
model of providing supportive services to individuals living with mental health or substance use issues, who are wanting to 
improve their coping skills through connections with trained Peer Support Specialists who have shared similar life 
experiences.  The Respite would provide stays of up to one week for veterans at no cost, with no more than 3-4 guests at 
any time, and would support veterans who are engaged with VA care as well as those who may be ineligible or unwilling 
to seek services from the VA. 
 
After hearing statements from MHA staff, community members, and discussion from Plan Commission members, Mayor 
Steve Bierce made a motion to approve the application.  The Mayor’s motion was not seconded and died. The same 
result followed from a motion to reject the application. MHA’s petition to open the Peer-Run Respite now moves on to the 
Pewaukee Common Council with no recommendation from the Plan Commission. 
 
“While this project is novel in that it provides veteran-specific peer support in a respite house model, Peer-Run Respites 
have operated in Wisconsin neighborhoods and around the nation for years to reduce the unnecessary use of emergency 
services, to improve the wellbeing and recovery of those who engage with peer services, and have the potential to lower 
healthcare costs overall,” says Brian Michel, Program Director for MHA’s proposed Veteran Peer-Run Respite, to be 
named the R&R House.  “This is not mere speculation; it follows evaluation from the Human Services Research Institute, 
which operates in all 50 states and has a 40-year history of ‘improving the systems that improve lives.’ 
 
“‘R&R House’ is meant to clearly convey to veterans what the mission of the house is: to receive rest and recuperation 
during times of increased stress.  Other Wisconsin respites have not had adverse effects on their neighbors, and the R&R 
House will be no exception. Recognizing the concerns some individuals may have, we will continue having constructive 
conversations to integrate the R&R House into the Pewaukee community and provide this valuable resource to Wisconsin 
veterans,” says Michel. 
 
MHA’s petition to open the R&R House in the proposed location will be heard by the Pewaukee Common Council on 
Monday, October 21, at 7:00 pm.  Individuals interested in obtaining detailed information about the proposal or the 
operation of the R&R House are encouraged to contact Brian Michel at brian@mhawisconsin.org. 
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