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State Aid Cuts Hit Local Public Schools Hard 
 

By State Senator Julie Lassa 

 

One of the defining characteristics of life in Wisconsin has been the quality of public education that we provide 

to our children and grandchildren.  I have always supported keeping our K-12 schools strong because I know 

they are important to helping young people achieve their dreams and to the overall strength of our economy and 

our society.  

That’s why I am concerned to see the latest state school aid figures recently released by the Wisconsin 

Department of Public Instruction.  Those figures revealed that state aid for 13 area school districts in the 24th 

Senate District is down nearly $19.6 million from its levels four years ago.  

The average loss of nearly 13 percent district-wide includes decreases of more than $6 million in 

Wisconsin Rapids, $4.5 million in Stevens Point, $3 million in Tomah and $1 million in Sparta.  Funding is 

down nearly 10 percent in Adams-Friendship and Wautoma, more than 18 percent in Pittsville, and 19.5 percent 

in the Tri-County School District.  State aid to the Rosholt schools is down over $1.1 million from 2010 levels – 

a loss of more than 31 percent.  

I voted against these cuts because they represent a disturbing departure from Wisconsin’s historic 

commitment to providing our children with an excellent public education.  Not only do these cuts threaten the 

quality of our children’s education, but in many communities around the state property taxpayers are being 

asked through referendums to make up the difference.  Shortchanging our children’s education today will make 

it harder for them to succeed in the workplace, and that will do long-term damage to the economy of central and 

western Wisconsin and the entire state. 

A study by Thomas L. Hungerford of the Levy Economics Institute and Robert W. Wassmer of 

California State University, Sacramento showed that cuts to public K-12 spending resulted in reductions in 

personal income and earning potential, manufacturing investment, small business startups, and the overall 
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employment rate. The same report documented a link between falling standardized test scores and declining 

property values.  It also showed that an increase in the student to teacher ratio led to a measurable decrease in 

graduation rates. 

Wisconsin’s workforce is aging; according to the Department of Workforce Development Office of 

Economic Advisors, within 20 years there won’t be enough new workers to replace retirees.  That will result in 

reduced growth in productivity and earnings, which will slow the growth of our economy.  In that context, 

adding on the potential negative effects of education cuts could make the problem even worse.  We need to do 

everything we can to help our young people become the skilled, competitive employees our state’s economy 

demands. 

For the sake of our children, for good of our economy, and for our quality of life in the future, we must 

return to Wisconsin’s tradition of strong support for public education.  
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