
 
 

  

October 21, 2020       HAND DELIVERED 

 

Dear Governor Evers,  

 

We hope you are doing well during these difficult times.   

 

We are writing this letter to bring to your attention an action taken by your administration that is a harmful to our 

tourism industry, disparaging to Northwoods establishments, and dangerous to the sportsmen and women of 

Wisconsin. 

 

Last week, we were informed that the Department of Natural Resources was reaching out to snowmobile clubs and 

instructing them to remove the signage for establishments currently along ATV/UTV and snowmobile routes 

throughout the state. 

 

These signs have stood along these routes for decades. They are emblematic of the public-private partnership that is 

the foundation of tourism in the Northwoods. The ATV and snowmobile clubs work with the DNR to maintain the 

trails. The funding for the signs comes from fundraisers they host at the taverns and supper clubs along the routes. 

The bars and restaurants have flyers and pamphlets they hand out from the DNR about riding safely. This is a 

devastating blow to that relationship. 

 

Most importantly, these signs are a matter of safety. Multiple generations of riders have grown up with these signs, 

and use them as markers if separated from their group or caught in a storm, and most often when they need to call 

for aid and direct EMTs to their location.  

 

Secretary Cole explained to us that the Department was simply following the law, as laid out in NR 45.04 (3) (f), 

written in 1964, which prohibits advertising of businesses on state land. We find it perplexing that the DNR is 

choosing now- mid-pandemic, following a shaky summer tourism season, and before an already imperiled winter 

season, to revise their approach to a 56 year old rule.  

 

While we are available to discuss this seemingly unprompted attack on the Northwoods tourism industry, we are 

reaching out to ask to work together on a solution to this that is currently laid out in state statute. In a memorandum 

attached to this letter, Legislative Council points out that the rule allows the DNR to authorize such signs by 

“contractual agreement”. Instead of instructing the clubs to remove the signs, would the DNR be amenable to 

working with these clubs and local establishments to reach such agreements? If this is not considered a viable 

option, please inform us as to your reasoning, so we may convey it to our local businesses and sports associations.  

 

We continue to appreciate Secretary Cole’s accessibility and responsiveness to us as legislators, and hope that you 

can authorize him to work with us on reversing course on this new policy for the sake of our small businesses and 

the safety of the thousands of Wisconsinites who consider snowmobiling a core part of their way of life. 

 

 

 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/nr/001/45/04/3/f/1


 

 

Thank you for your time, 

 

 

        
Rep. Mary Felzkowski      Rep. Jeff Mursau 

35th Assembly District       36th Assembly District 

 

      
Rep. Rob Swearingen      Rep. Romaine Quinn 

34th Assembly District      75th Assembly District 

 

      
Rep. Rob Stafsholt       Rep. John Nygren 

29th Assembly District      89th Assembly District 

 

       
Rep. Rob Summerfield       Rep. Travis Tranel    

67th Assembly District      49th Assembly District 

 

       
Sen. Rob Cowles       Sen. Kathy Bernier 

2nd Senate District       23rd Senate District 

 

      
Rep. James Edming       Rep. Gae Magnafici 

87th Assembly District      28th Assembly District 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

      
Rep. Tony Kurtz       Rep. Gary Tauchen 

50th Assembly District      6th Assembly District 

       
Sen. Devin LeMahieu      Sen. Duey Stroebel 

9th Senate District       20th Senate District 

      
Rep. Dave Murphy       Rep. Timothy Ramthun 

56th Assembly District      59th Assembly District 

 

      
Rep. Cody Horlacher      Rep. Janel Brandtjen 

33rd Assembly District      22nd Assembly District 

 

 
Rep. John Macco 

88th Assembly District 

 

 

 

Cc: Preston Cole, Secretary, Department of Natural Resources 


