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Brooks Out-of-Touch on College Affordability 
Scored 0% on Student Loan Voter Scorecard 

 
REEDSBURG – For families across Wisconsin, college affordability continues to be a significant hurdle 
with over 70 percent of college graduates leaving school with an average of $28, 810 in college debt.  
Over 800,000 Wisconsinites have some kind of student loan debt and despite a growing movement for 
college affordability reform, Rep. Ed Brooks (R-Reedsburg) has been noticeably absent on the issue.  
Brooks recently received a 0% rating on the Student Loan Voter Scorecard for his long record of 
opposition to addressing Wisconsin’s student loan debt crisis.   
 
“As a father of two college-aged kids, I’ve always told them that pursuing some kind of higher education – 
whether it’s through our UW System or our technical colleges – is important and absolutely critical for 
their future success.  That being said, with students averaging nearly $30,000 in debt at graduation, we 
are setting our children up to fail if we do not start to address the student loan debt crisis immediately,” 
Shrader said. 
 
Wisconsin student loan borrowers owe at least $19 billion in federal student loan debt.  Under Governor 
Walker and Rep. Brooks’ leadership, Wisconsin student loan debt has skyrocketed to third highest in the 
nation for percentage of graduates with student loan debt.  A 2012 study found that student loan 
borrowers were more likely to rent than own their own home and that over $200 million in new vehicle 
sales were lost every year due to student loan debt.  
 
“The crushing impacts of student loan debt on our economy should be concerning for everyone, including 
Rep. Brooks.  After six years of doing nothing, it took a freshman legislator from northern Wisconsin to 
actually get him talking about college affordability.  Brooks’ overall lack of action and abysmal voting 
record on this issue shows he just isn’t in touch with the needs of our community anymore.   We need 
decisive leadership and we need it now, before it’s too late,” Shrader concluded.   
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