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The Dishonorable Justice Prosser 
 
Representative Terese Berceau (D – Madison), released the following statement regarding the ceremony 
later today to rename the Wisconsin State Law Library after David Prosser: 
 
“I am extremely disappointed that our Supreme Court chose to pursue this matter.  As fifteen of my 
colleagues and I wrote this past summer when the library name change was first announced, ‘It should not 
be named after an ill-tempered justice whose career in the legislature helped bring about the culture of 
hyper partisanship that currently resides in our chambers and whose name is most widely associated with 
choking a colleague.’  
 
“Prosser brought negative attention to the court in a number of incidents.  In 2010, when the justices were 
debating whether to remove a member from a criminal case, he used an unprintable expletive to refer to 
then-Chief Justice Shirley Abrahamson.  He also said he would ‘destroy’ her. 
 
“The following year, Prosser grabbed Justice Ann Walsh Bradley around the neck during an argument over 
the court’s ruling on Governor Walker’s law virtually eliminating collective bargaining rights for most public 
employees.  The Judicial Commission determined that Prosser should be found guilty of ethics violations 
for that action, but five justices recused themselves and the court didn’t have a quorum to proceed. 
 
“It came to light during that investigation that for over a decade Prosser had episodes where he ‘explodes 
and storms out of a room’ several times a year. 
 
“Most destructive to the integrity of the court was Prosser’s refusal to remove himself from the ruling on the 
John Doe case that implicated the WI Club for Growth in illegal election activities, after he himself benefited 
from over $500,000 in campaign spending by the organization.  Stories in national publications such as 
Mother Jones and The New Yorker noted this conduct contributed to the significant damage done to the 
court’s reputation in recent years.  
 
“I find it appalling that the court thinks it is appropriate to name our law library after a man who so ignored 
his responsibility to judicial impartiality and whose actions perpetuated the belief that men in positions of 
power can exhibit repulsive behavior to women without repercussion.  Justice Prosser has sullied the good 
name of the WI Supreme Court and has proven himself wholly unworthy of this honor.” 
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