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Thank you for the opportunity to offer our testimony on SB 320.  I’m here on behalf of the Wisconsin 

Wetlands Association, a statewide, non-partisan, non-profit wetland conservation organization.  

We envision a state where wetlands are healthy, plentiful, and support ecological and societal 

needs, and where citizens care for, appreciate, and interact with these natural resources. 

 

I’m here today to speak in support of SB 320, particularly with the adoption of Senate 

Amendment 1.  We hope the committee will recommend Senate passage of the bill as 

amended. We understand the concerns that created this legislation.   

 

In addition to supporting the intent and substance of this bill, we would like to commend the 

authors for their process.  It is a clean bill in that it provides a reasonably scoped response to a 

specific and well understood problem.  It was pretty darn good at introduction, but there was 

still a good collaborative process where input from my organization, WDNR, and other 

legislative offices was received and considered, resulting in an amendment that enables us to 

lend our support.  

 

We were grateful for the opportunity to work with Chairman Cowles, as well as Senator 

Wanggaard and Representative Jacque, to provide suggested amendment language that we 

feel will address these issues and provide some clarity with regard to how naturally occurring 

wetlands versus landscape features that mimic some wetland characteristics are regulated 

throughout the state.  This took time, but it’s now a better bill.  This is how good policy is made.  

 

For information purposes, I’d like to take a couple minutes to talk about the substance of the 

bill. Federal and state laws and regulations recognize and extend protections to the valuable 

functions that wetlands provide.  In addition to habitat, two of the most important are water 

quality improvement and flood control.   

 

Artificial wetlands that were inadvertently created and have no prior wetland or stream history 

often lack many of the functions that natural wetlands provide.  However, there are rare cases 

where filling an artificial wetland may introduce water in areas that had not previously 

experienced it, or may result in the loss of an important water quality improvement function.   

 

We were gratified to see that the Senate amendment accounts for the rare circumstances 

where an artificial wetland has developed over time in a way that is providing substantial 

protective benefits to adjacent or downstream people, property, or public waters. 



 

We were also gratified that the Senate amendment includes a provision that ensures decisions 

are made in a reasonable time frame.  It requires WDNR to notify the applicant within 15 

working days from when the department receives notice of the proposed project. 

 

Finally, we appreciate the changes made in the amendment that clarified that “artificial 

wetlands” are not, in fact, wetlands, but landscape features that developed in response to site 

modifications. 

 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide this testimony today.  To the members of this 

committee, please consider us a resource and know that we are available to help you and your 

staff craft policies that protect and restore wetlands while providing a smooth and streamlined 

process through which our businesses and communities can grow. 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us with any additional questions or concerns you may have.  

 
Erin O’Brien, Policy Programs Director 

erin.obrien@wisconsinwetlands.org 

608-250-9971 (office)  


