
Earlier this month we announced the formation of  DRIVE (Devote Resources, Invest for a Vibrant 
Economy, Inc.) as a legislative advocacy organization focused on building and maintaining a safe and 
secure transportation infrastructure in the state by supporting a long-term bipartisan solution to our 
transportation funding problem. 

We believe that transportation funding should be a top priority for state government because of  the 
enormous impact that Wisconsin's transportation infrastructure has on the state's economy, jobs, 
public safety, and people's quality of  life. 

The three pillars of  Wisconsin's economy are manufacturing, agriculture and tourism; and all three 
pillars depend on good, safe and reliable roads.  Without a modern, efficient transportation 
development and funding plan, all current and future economic development initiatives are in 
jeopardy.  Each year, $264 billion in goods are shipped from sites in Wisconsin, and another $236 
billion in goods are shipped to sites in Wisconsin. 

To that end, we would like to share some recent polling that we conducted regarding the opinions of  
Likely Voters in Wisconsin on the status of  Wisconsin’s transportation infrastructure and the public 
support for a long-term sustainable transportation financing solution in the upcoming legislative 
session. 

Survey methodology: 

The survey was conducted by Capitol Opinion from Sunday, October 2nd through Tuesday, 
October 4th, and interviewed 500 Wisconsin likely voters. Half  of  respondents were reached via 
their cell phones and half were reached via landline. Results were weighted to Current Population 
Estimates for age, gender, and education. The margin of  error for the statewide is plus or minus five 
percentage points.   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FROM: DRIVE  
Bill McCoshen, Executive Director — (608) 258-8411

RE: Statewide Survey on Transportation Issues



1.       Additional funding for local roads and bridges is long overdue, but it should not come 
at the expense of  delaying important projects that will cost more to complete in the 
future. 

• 25% Strongly Agreed with the statement. 
• Republicans- 74% Agreed, 23% Strongly 
• Democrats- 70% Agreed, 29% Strongly 
• Independents- 66% Agreed, 23% Strongly 
• Milwaukee Media Market-74% Agreed, 25% Strongly 
• Madison Media Market- 61% Agreed, 29% Strongly 
• Green Bay Media Market- 68% Agreed, 23% Strongly 
• Rest of  the State- 71% Agreed, 21% Strongly 

2.       A long-term solution for transportation is necessary for our economic future. 

• 44% Strongly Agreed with the statement. 
• Republicans- 88% Agreed, 38% Strongly 
• Democrats- 91% Agreed, 53% Strongly 
• Independents- 81% Agreed, 45% Strongly 
• Milwaukee Media Market-85% Agreed, 47% Strongly 
• Madison Media Market- 83% Agreed, 39% Strongly 
• Green Bay Media Market- 80% Agreed, 45% Strongly 
• Rest of  the State- 92% Agreed, 42% Strongly 
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3.       Wisconsin needs to fix our crumbling roads and bridges and find a long-term and 
sustainable funding source to pay for it.    

• 44% Strongly Agreed with the statement. 
• Republicans- 80% Agreed, 40% Strongly 
• Democrats- 89% Agreed, 55% Strongly 
• Independents- 88% Agreed, 42% Strongly 
• Milwaukee Media Market-83% Agreed, 47% Strongly 
• Madison Media Market- 79% Agreed, 41% Strongly 
• Green Bay Media Market- 88% Agreed, 48% Strongly 
• Rest of  the State- 88% Agreed, 39% Strongly 

4.       It is more fiscally responsible to fix the transportation fund now with adequate 
revenues that address the state’s needs, than to delay projects that have already been 
approved. 

• Overwhelming support among all likely voters across all Demographics for solving this 
problem: 
• Republicans- 67% 
• Democrats- 83% 
• Independents- 72% 
• Milwaukee Media Market- 74% 
• Madison Media Market- 74% 
• Green Bay Media Market- 75% 
• Rest of  the state- 73%

�3

Agree 44%40%

Agree Strongly Agree

Disagree 4%6%

Disagree Strongly Disagree

10%

84%

15%

74%
That we should solve the transportation financing 
problem now without relying on 
increased borrowing, even if  that means there will 
be an increase in taxes and fees.

That we should delay and cancel construction 
projects even if  that requires future 
generations to pay more to build them later


