
Self-proclaimed Feminist Students Deface Pro-Life Memorial at Marquette 
College Democrats of Marquette condone act, Conservative students respond

Milwaukee, WI - Self-proclaimed feminist students sabotaged a display on Marquette University’s campus 
memorializing the millions of babies killed through abortion. The culprits placed several signs covering 
the information about the memorial. The signs stated things such as: “My Body, My Freedom”, “Stop the 
hypocrisy, care for women’s reproductive rights”, “68,000 women die from unsafe abortions every year”, 
and other variations of pro-choice arguments. Coat hangers were also scattered around the memorial. 

The Young Americans for Freedom chapter at Marquette responded with the following statement: Young 
Americans for Freedom at Marquette University is extremely saddened that the Students for Life 
memorial was defaced by certain students intolerant of an opinion that they do not agree with. It is 
extremely hypocritical to claim that you are exercising your free speech rights through defacement while 
simultaneously trying to shut down the free speech of a student organization.

The act was so egregious, Vice President of Student Affairs, Dr. Xavier Cole, sent an email to the 
Marquette community condemning the defacement. He wrote, “Let me be extremely clear. Defacement is 
not dialogue.” He then goes on to say that Marquette values all opinions on specific matters, but that there 
needs to be dialogue and productive discussion on such differences. 

For its part, the Catholic university refused to defend the pro-life students and the dignity of the unborn. 
As Dr. Cole wrote, Marquette’s mission requires the respect and dignity of all individuals. 

The Young Americans for Freedom – Marquette call on President Michael Lovell and the University to 
stand up to both the vandalism and the unborn. With this act, liberals made clear: conservatives and the 
unborn are not safe in the space of a university. 

While many students are upset over the defacement of the memorial and infringement of Marquette for 
Life’s freedom of speech, a student organization took to social media to praise the vandalism committed 
by the students. Marquette University College Democrats tweeted and posted on their Facebook page that 
they were proud of the feminists. “We love and support you!” they wrote. 

# # #

About the pro-life memorial:
Every year, Marquette for Life celebrates “pro-life week” by creating a memorial for the millions of the 
unborn killed in America each year. Flags are planted in the ground to represent the lives lost through 
abortion every year (1 flag = 1,000 babies aborted). The memorial was approved by the school. On 
Thursday, students defaced the memorial by vandalizing the sign which explains what the flags represent. 
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Young Americans for Freedom at Marquette University
Youngamericans4freedom@gmail.com


