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Governor Walker’s Scary Bag of Medicaid Tricks  

 

Madison, WI-An important election follows Halloween this year and the real world of political “tricks” 

could haunt many families seeking access to health care coverage. In a new HealthWatch WatchDog 

commentary, Bobby Peterson, public interest attorney and Executive Director of ABC for Health, Inc., and 

Brynne McBride, Chief Operating Officer, discuss the upcoming election, and news about some local 

referendums and the implications of Governor Walker’s decision to turn down federal Medicaid funds.  

The WatchDog hosts also discussed new revelations about a connection between Governor Walker’s 

Medicaid decision and campaign contributions. “We’ve heard from the Wisconsin Democracy Campaign 

and Citizen Action of Wisconsin that Insurance industry contributions to the Walker campaign totaled about 

$1.2 million since 2009,” said Peterson. “Apparently, some in the industry gained by patients moving from 

BadgerCare Plus to private coverage. Sadly, Wisconsin lost a lot due to the Governor’s decision to reject 

federal funds,” noted Peterson. With a Medicaid Expansion, Wisconsin could have seen an additional $561 

million in federal funds, $206 million less in state resources, and 87,000 more people with health coverage, 

according to Wisconsin’s nonpartisan Legislative Fiscal Bureau. Instead, Governor Walker spent more and 

created an eligibility corn maze that disconnected some 38,000 adults from available coverage. In 2014, 

over 60% of those terminated from BadgerCare Plus did not enroll in Medicaid or a Marketplace plan and 

only 37.7% found new coverage, as reported by the Wisconsin Department of Health Services. The 

Governor expected 93% (later adjusted to 90%) to obtain new coverage. “He was way off. Walker’s 

decision is a bad decision, it’s a spooky decision, and it’s hurting some Wisconsin families,” said Peterson. 

The October 16th WatchDog web cast is available to the media and public at the following link: 

http://mediasite.safetyweb.org/Mediasite/Play/17ad8a8d2b3d4302996666ba13c6bfb81d 

Peterson stressed that we can change course and help future budgets, “We could still accept the Medicaid 

money. Fiscal Bureau reports project savings of another $261 million to $315 million through June of 2017. 

The precise number is unknown because the number childless adults in the program keeps rising beyond 

expectations. Over the long term, the savings could exceed $1 billion!” Peterson continued, “Polls say that 

over 60% of voters support Medicaid expansion.” Looking ahead, there is an opportunity for some voters to 

give their voice to the issue. There are 20 county/city based referendums on the Medicaid issue on certain 

local ballots. Some voters can be directly heard on Medicaid, and demand the respect, dignity and fiscal 

responsibility we all deserve. “Medicaid funds means more than just extending coverage to people, there is 

a fiscal point to this too. We’re spending way more money we need to, and that’s money that could support 

education, jobs and other important resources for Wisconsin folks,” concludes Peterson.  

HealthWatch Wisconsin is a project of ABC for Health, Inc., a Wisconsin-based, nonprofit, public interest 

law firm dedicated to linking people to health care benefits and services. ABC for Health’s mission 

is to provide information, advocacy tools, legal services, and expert support needed to obtain, 

maintain, and finance health care coverage and services.   
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