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WI Education Chair: Funding Up, Test Scores 

Down – Taxpayers Deserve Better Results 

 

Madison – Yesterday, as required by law, the Wisconsin Department of Public 

Instruction (DPI) released the certified state general aid that goes out to all school 

districts.  Wisconsin districts in 2019-20 will be receiving $4.7 billion of equalization aid 

from taxpayers through the state’s funding formula, a 1.8% increase.  This follows on the 

heels of a similar increase for 2018-19.  Since 2013, equalization aid has consistently 

surpassed the Consumer Price Index, showing the Legislature’s dedication to providing 

healthy inflationary increases to educate Wisconsin’s children.  

 

However, the results aren’t matching up with the investment.  Annual test scores released 

last month showed that 60% of Wisconsin students are not able to read or perform math 

at grade level.  Just as alarming, Wisconsin continues to have one of the worst 

achievement gaps in the nation.  State Representative Jeremy Thiesfeldt (R-Fond du Lac,) 

Chair of the Assembly Education Committee, released the following statement regarding 

yesterday’s funding announcement:   

 

“With the enactment of the 2019-21 budget, state education funding, through DPI 

management, provides for an average of nearly 2/3 of the dollars to operate K-12 public 

schools.  In fact, over 35% of general purpose revenue for the entire state goes to K-12 

education.  The results of this investment are not meeting expectations and have not done 

so in many years,” said Rep. Thiesfeldt.  “Instead of just continuing to pour money into 

schools, it is past time for the DPI, the Legislature, and the Governor to recognize that 

when the pathway is flawed, increased spending does not lead to better results.  Our focus 

needs to turn to stronger teacher training in the use of proven instructional methods, 

traditional roles for our schools, and engaged parenting.” 
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