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MADISON – Senator Fred Risser offered the Democratic weekly radio address today. In his message, Sen. 

Risser highlights how Wisconsin’s low minimum wage is pushing Wisconsin workers and families 

backwards. 

The audio file of the address can be found here: 

http://media2.legis.wisconsin.gov/multimedia/sen26/risserradioaddress101614.mp3 

We also encourage print publications to run this radio address as a column.  

A written transcript of the address is below: 

“Hi, this is Senator Fred Risser with this week’s Democratic radio address. 

“Last Friday was National Minimum Wage Day. The nation engaged in a discussion about the importance of 

raising the minimum wage to $10.10 an hour.  

“However, Governor Walker said on Tuesday that he doesn’t believe the minimum wage ‘serves a purpose’. 

“That shortsighted view towards our workers is what has pushed Wisconsin’s workforce backwards for the 

past four years. The minimum wage ensures that our workers get paid a fair wage, ensures they can 

provide for themselves and their families, empowers workers to be self-sufficient contributors to our 

state’s vibrant economy, and reduces the strain on critical government programs. 

“Wisconsin’s workers are frustrated – frustrated that they work their entire lives to provide for their 

families, and to pay for basic needs, and yet they’re still coming up short.  

“In the last session, my democratic colleagues in the legislature and I tried to ensure workers receive an 

honest day’s pay for an honest day’s work by proposing legislation to raise the minimum wage to $10.10. 

But Republicans ignored worker’s rights, blocking these proposals from even being considered for a vote. 

“In Wisconsin, raising the minimum wage would impact 587,000 Wisconsin workers, pulling many 

Wisconsin families out from under the poverty line, and boosting our economy. It would also increase 

economic activity by $517 million, which would in turn generate 3,800 new jobs. 

“We have the opportunity to move Wisconsin forward – to value the hardworking Wisconsinites who make 

our state thrive and prosper.  And we can do so by raising the minimum wage.” 
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