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State Aid Cuts Hit Local Schools Hard 
 

Aid to School Districts in the 24th Senate District down $19.6 million since 2010 
 

Madison — Education budget cuts made by Governor Walker and the GOP-controlled Legislature have 

hit schools in the 24th State Senate District hard, State Senator Julie Lassa (D-Stevens Point) said today.  Based 

on figures released yesterday by the Department of Public Instruction, state aid for 13 area school districts in 

2014- 2015 is down nearly $19.6 million from its levels four years ago.  

“These cuts are devastating not only for our school children but for property taxpayers who are going to 

be asked to pay more in order to make up for these deep cuts,” Lassa said. “The average loss of nearly 13 

percent district-wide includes decreases of more than $6 million in Wisconsin Rapids, $4.5 million in Stevens 

Point, $3 million in Tomah and $1 million in Sparta.  State aid to the Rosholt schools is down over $1.1 million 

from 2010 levels – a loss of more than 31 percent. 

“The majority party has slashed funding to public schools, yet they somehow found a way to 

dramatically increase funding to unaccountable private voucher schools all over the state.  This is a disturbing 

departure from Wisconsin’s historic commitment to excellent public education for our children, and schools in 

central and western Wisconsin are bearing the brunt,” Lassa said. 

“Our kids, our communities, and our economy will be paying the price for this shortsightedness for 

many years to come.  There’s a clear link between K-12 education and economic competitiveness, both for 

individuals and the state as a whole.  Wisconsin has been underperforming our Midwestern neighbors for the 

last four years, and if we continue to slash funding for our public schools, that could become a permanent 

situation,” Lassa said. 
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