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Faculty forum to explore question:  

Is Islam (in)consistent with democracy? 

 

PLATTEVILLE, Wis. — The University of Wisconsin-Platteville’s College of 

Liberal Arts and Education will present a faculty forum, “Is Islam (In)Consistent  

with Democracy? Lessons and Insights from Senegal,” on Thursday, Nov. 3, in  

Room 136 Doudna Hall from 5-6:30 pm.  

At the forum, Dr. Shan Sappleton, assistant professor of political science at 

UW-Platteville, will discuss the topic of religion and politics — specifically, the 

fundamental question of whether Islam, per se, is inconsistent with democracy.  

 

“This topic is timely given the context of the harsh rhetoric about Islam in the 

current United States presidential campaign,” said Sappleton. “Despite the clear 

findings within the scholarship, the general perception among many within the 

U.S. seems to be that there is a negative relationship between Islam and 

democracy. The perception is largely that Islam creates problems for aspiring 

democracies and impedes democratic consolidation.” 

 

Sappleton’s lecture will focus on case study of Senegal, a democracy with a 94 

percent Muslim population. Particularly, she will focus on the role of the Islamic 

Sufi Order, which, as redistributive resources and intermediaries between the 

state and society, have helped to attenuate the political salience of ethnic identity 

in Senegal and paved the way for democratic consolidation.  

 

Following Sappleton’s discussion, Dr. Amanda Tucker, associate professor of 

English at UW-Platteville, will provide a response addressing the representation 

of Islam and politics in Senegalese and West African writing. 



 

 

 

Sappleton began teaching at the university in 2013. She teaches comparative  

politics, international relations and Modern Africa. Her areas of specialization  

include African politics and ethnic politicization. 

 

Tucker began teaching at the university in fall 2008. She teaches courses in 

modern and contemporary world and British literatures. In spring 2017, she will 

teach English 3850, which will focus on twentieth- and twenty-first century African 

fiction.   

 

The forum is free and open to university students, faculty, staff and community  

members. Refreshments will be served.  

The LAE Faculty Forum Series, a program instituted in the fall of 2004, is 

sponsored by UW-Platteville’s College of LAE. The purpose of the forum is to 

allow faculty to present information in their research areas. Presenters tailor their 

presentations to a general audience.  

 

Written by: Laurie Hamer, College of Liberal Arts and Education, 608-342-6191, 

hamerl@uwplatt.edu 
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