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Gov. Evers: What's Best for our Kids 

Last month, Kathy and I escaped Madison for a weekend and celebrated our 50th high school reunion back 

in Plymouth. 

We got to catch up with friends, attend the homecoming parade and football game, and tour the new multi-

purpose facility and fitness center at the high school. 

While I was in town, I also sat down for an interview with two high school students. They asked me 

everything from my favorite memory of Plymouth High School (starting at the school when it was brand-

new) to my thoughts on Greta Thunberg’s advocacy on climate change (I think she is an incredible human 

being and appreciate her work). The students also posed the question: “What is the biggest change you’ve 

seen in Wisconsin in the last 50 years?” 

It might sound hokey, but here’s what I told them—what stands out for me is that a whole bunch hasn’t 

changed. Being back in our hometown was an important reminder of how important our kids and our 

schools are to our communities. And kids are as good and smart and dedicated now as they were when I 

was in high school. 

That’s why after spending my career fighting for our kids, I decided to run for governor. Because I believe 

what’s best for our kids is what’s best for our state. 

Since taking office I have traveled the state listening to the people of Wisconsin and at every stop, I saw 

educators and heard folks say how important their local schools are. 

That’s why I proposed a bold budget with significant investments in education, including a commitment to 

return to two-thirds funding and a $600 million increase in special education, among other important 

priorities. 

Now, I know this is not quite where the final budget ended up. We didn’t get everything we all wanted. 

And, quite frankly, no one was more disappointed than I was by what Republicans did to the budget we put 

together. 

But I wasn’t going to negotiate against what we were able to give our kids with the budget we were sent, 

knowing that our kids could have ended up with less in the end. 

And I sure wasn’t going to let our kids, our educators, and our schools become bargaining chips by going 

back to the negotiating table when it would hurt them the most. 
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So, at the end of the day, I went back to that fundamental creed: that what’s best for our kids is what’s best 

for our state. 

And that’s why I’m proud of where we ended up and what we were able to do with the budget we were 

given. 

We provided $95 million in special education categorical aid—the first increase in a decade. 

We provided nearly $330 million in state general aid—the largest increase since 2005. 

We also doubled state support for school mental health programs to help our kids in need. 

And finally, through my vetoes, we were able to increase per pupil state categorical aids by nearly $100 

million over the next two years. 

Our budget was a down payment on important priorities, but there is more work for us to do. 

I said I wanted to return to our state providing two-thirds funding for our schools, and we have to get that 

done. And, yes, we increased special education aid, but we’re nowhere close to where we need to be, and 

we have to do more. 

We must also recognize that part of supporting our kids in the classroom means supporting the educators 

who teach our kids. Wisconsin pays our public school teachers less than the national average, which makes 

it harder to recruit and retain talented educators. According to recently-released data, Wisconsin has fallen 

to 33rd in the nation for average teacher pay. Teacher salaries in our state are some of the lowest in the 

Midwest. Teachers moving across the border to Illinois or Michigan can see pay bumps of $10,000 or more. 

That’s just not good enough, folks. 

As we continue to fight for the resources our schools need to invest in our kids, we must do everything in 

our power to ensure that educators know the work they do is valued and that they mean something to our 

kids and the people of our state. 

Because, by golly, I can tell you that our educators mean something to our kids. I see it in every classroom I 

visit. And I heard it straight from one of those two students who asked me what’s changed since I 

graduated. She told me that her favorite thing about Plymouth High School is her teachers. That she 

appreciates how she can talk to them even about things that happen outside of school. That they make her 

feel like she is important and that she is the future. 

As I said, a lot has changed in the last 50 years, but our values have stayed the same. We work hard, we 

cheer for the Packers, Brewers, and Bucks, we look after our neighbors, and we care about our 

communities. 

That’s why it’s time to get serious about investing in our kids, our schools, and our educators, because 

what’s best for our kids is what’s best for our state. 
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