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Chairman Sanfelippo and members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide 

written testimony in support of Assembly Bills 313 and 314, two bills that would improve 

Wisconsin’s response to the growing occurrence of Lyme disease.  

 

In Wisconsin, the most common illness spread by ticks is Lyme disease. In 2018, Wisconsin 

had 3,105 estimated cases of Lyme disease and the average number of reported cases has 

more than doubled over the past 10 years. Fortunately, with education and preparation Lyme 

disease is preventable and, if treatment starts in the early stages, the disease is treatable with 

antibiotics.  

 

The Department is supportive of evidence-based efforts to reduce the incidence of Lyme 

disease and other tick-borne illnesses in Wisconsin and we appreciate the work of the bill 

authors on this important topic.   

 

AB 313 creates a tick-borne disease study committee consisting of the Secretaries of the 

Departments of Health Services and Natural Resources, the Commissioner of Insurance and 

additional members appointed by the Governor. We appreciate our agency’s inclusion on this 

study committee as DHS staff members within the Division of Public Health conduct Lyme 

and tick-borne disease surveillance, control, and prevention efforts statewide, and 

communicate with academic researchers who are studying vector populations, infection rates, 

and control methods.  

 

We believe the bill was made stronger with the introduction of Assembly Amendment 1 to 

ensure inclusion of committee members with particular expertise in the testing, diagnosis, and 

treatment of infectious diseases, including Lyme disease.            

 

Assembly Bill 314 would provide the Department with an additional full-time position for an 

advanced epidemiologist dedicated to vector-borne diseases, with a specific focus of Lyme 

disease.  
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The Vector-borne Diseases Program within DHS is responsible for tracking all reportable 

diseases spread by ticks and mosquitoes listed in Wisconsin Administrative Code (Chapter 

DHS 145). Critical surveillance activities include: coordinating patient testing, reviewing 

medical records, providing technical information to health care providers and local health 

departments, reviewing lab results and clinical information, and requesting additional patient 

information and lab testing, as needed, to properly classify potential disease cases.  

 

The program is currently operated by 2.0 FTEs and 1.25 LTEs and relies solely on a grant 

from the CDC. Our funding fluctuates from year-to-year, which makes it difficult to build a 

sustainable program that is able to respond to increasing disease burden and emerging threats. 

Due to a recent cut in our CDC funding, we have had to reduce our staffing levels, calling into 

question the sustainability of some of our program’s activities.   

 

AB 314 would greatly assist our program in maintaining our surveillance activities in 

accordance with national standards, allow us to better respond to outbreaks, and continue to 

develop effective disease prevention strategies and messages.                    

 

Thank you again to Representatives Mursau and Milroy and Senators Cowles and Miller for 

putting forth these bills and raising awareness of tick-borne illnesses in the state. If members 

of the committee have questions surrounding the Department’s existing Lyme disease 

programming or our testimony on these bills, please do not hesitate to contact me at 608-266-

3262 or lisaa.olson@dhs.wisconsin.gov.  
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