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100 YEARS OF WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE: PAST PROGRESS AND FUTURE WORK 
A CONVERSATION WITH NANCY TATE, CO-CHAIR OF 2020 WOMEN’S VOTE CENTENNIAL INITIATIVE 

 

KENOSHA, Wis.  –  Nearly 100 years ago, women around the United States protested, picketed, 
and were imprisoned to secure their constitutional right to vote. For more insight on what the 
struggle can teach us today and why it took 72 years to win that right, Carthage College history 
professor Stephanie Mitchell will interview Woodrow Wilson Visiting Fellow, Nancy Tate, on 
Tuesday, October 29 at 6 p.m. about her work with the 2020 Women’s Vote Centennial 
Initiative.  

The conversation will take place on campus in the Todd Wehr Center Jockey Rooms. 

“Most Americans have a hard time understanding why the struggle to win the women's right to 
vote took so long,” Tate says. "Although this milestone gives us much to celebrate in our 
country, it also gives us the opportunity to step back and reflect on what lessons that struggle 
to win the vote can teach us today." 

Tate will discuss how the 2020 Women’s Vote Centennial Initiative honors the legacies of brave 
and brilliant suffragists and continues the unfinished business of creating a more equal and just 
society. Today, only 19.6 percent of elected officials in Congress are women, and during the 
2016 presidential election, one in every three women eligible to vote did not cast a ballot. 

“As the nation looks to celebrate the centennial of the passage of the 19th amendment, both 
accomplishments and failures of our past resonate still,” Mitchell says. “With Carthage 
celebrating the 150th anniversary of enrolling women, this vital piece of history will surely be a 
great discussion that you don’t want to miss.”  

Since 2015, Tate has served as co-chair of the 2020 Women’s Vote Centennial Initiative, an 
information-sharing collaborative focused on commemorating the 100th anniversary of women 
winning the Constitutional right to vote. In this capacity, she works with numerous 
organizations and museums and is also on the board of the Turning Point Suffragist Memorial. 

From 2000 to 2015, she served as the executive director of the League of Women Voters of the 
United States, a non-partisan organization encouraging informed and active citizen 
participation in federal, state, and local government. 

Tate’s visit is part of the 150 Years of Carthage Women Celebration. This event is free and open 
to the public and complimentary refreshments will be provided. To learn more about Nancy 
Tate’s visit, and to RSVP, visit https://www.carthage.edu/news/nancy-tate/. 
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ABOUT CARTHAGE 
Small by design yet boundless in impact, Carthage College is committed to take a different road. 
At Carthage, a private institution that enrolls about 2,800 students, we embrace an educational 
approach that's personal in focus and driven in action, exemplified in our multifaceted career 
development initiative: The Aspire Program™. From our campus alongside Lake Michigan in the 
thriving Chicago-Milwaukee corridor, we actively direct our collective talents toward a common 
purpose wherever the need arises. 
 
Follow Carthage College on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter for the latest news. 
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