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Walker’s lead evaporates as minimum wage becomes dominant election issue 
 
MILWAUKEE – Scott Walker’s lead has vanished among likely voters as citizens more fully understand 
his extreme views on the minimum wage, say leaders of the Raise WI campaign, which is highlighting 
the minimum wage issue and getting out the vote for the November 4 election. 
 
“As someone trying to support a family on low wages, it's about time stories like mine are being heard 
and taken seriously,” said Roxanne Trigg, a Milwaukee grandmother of four who is the sole supporter 
of her disabled mother and husband as well as three teenaged girls. “I'm more determined than ever to 
make sure Wisconsin gets a governor who understands that we need an economy that works 
for all working families.”  
 
The latest Marquette University Law School poll, released today, found that Scott Walker and Mary 
Burke were tied at 47%, a substantial shift from the previous 50%-45% lead held by Scott Walker 
among likely voters. Independent voters also shifted to slightly favor Burke. The poll was conducted 
after a debate in which Scott Walker declared, “Wisconsin does not have a jobs problem, we have a 
work problem,” which was widely seen as a moment similar to Mitt Romney’s legendary “47%” gaffe. 
Walker also made national news yesterday when he declared the minimum wage ‘serves no purpose’ 
during an interview with the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. 
  
“The past week has been dominated by Walker’s views on the minimum wage, and voters have reacted 
strongly,” said Jon Green, deputy director of Working Families. “Just when he thought he was pulling 
away, his lead has shrunk to nothing. It’s no coincidence that his lead disappeared at the same time he 
was saying $7.25 is a living wage.”  
 
Walker’s administration declared the current minimum wage of $7.25 to be a living wage two weeks 
ago in order to short circuit worker complaints under Wisconsin State Statute Chapter 104. State law 
requires the minimum wage to be a living wage. 
 
“Mary Burke has recaptured the momentum in the race for Governor because she supports increasing 
the minimum wage,” said Jennifer Epps-Addison, director of Wisconsin Jobs Now, which is leading the 
Raise WI campaign in partnership with Wisconsin Working Families. “The choice this election for 
workers is clear: only Mary Burke wants to raise the minimum wage and invest in Wisconsin’s working 
people.” 
 
The Marquette University law school poll also found that more than three-fifths of Wisconsin voters 
think the minimum wage should be raised, and that support for raising the minimum wage is increasing. 
Full poll results can be found here: https://law.marquette.edu/poll. 
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