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Workers launch get-out-the-vote campaign for 
higher minimum wage, new governor 

Organizers hold rally and announce more than 25,000 pledges to vote for Mary Burke 
 
MADISON – Raise WI, a project of Wisconsin Jobs Now and Wisconsin Working Families, 
today announced at a State Capitol rally an ambitious three-week, get-out-the-vote effort led by 
underpaid workers. The program is collecting pledges to vote for Mary Burke and support 
minimum wage referenda around the state.  
 
“Wisconsin needs a new Governor who will raise the minimum wage and be a friend of working 
families,” said Ceaira Tesch, an underpaid worker from the Fox Valley. “I am not asking for a 
handout. I just want my work to be respected and to live a poverty-free life. Scott Walker does 
not agree with me, and I am committed to voting for Mary Burke.” 
 
In the last few weeks, more than one hundred Wisconsin workers have filed claims under the 
state’s living wage law, claiming their wages were insufficient to meet basic needs. Rather than 
acknowledging the validity of these claims, Walker declared that $7.25 was a living wage, in 
contravention of both common sense and basic math – a full-time worker at $7.25 an hour is still 
under the poverty line for a family of two. In addition, a new report was released by the Center 
on Wisconsin Strategy that found Wisconsin’s minimum wage is insufficient and significantly 
lower than a living wage. 
 
“Wisconsin workers are fed up with Scott Walker,” said Peter Rickman, director of Raise WI. “All 
people who work full-time deserve to earn a living wage, and the governor is denying thousands 
of workers the dignity they deserve. Scott Walker won’t raise Wisconsin’s minimum wage, so 
underpaid workers are organizing to elect a new Governor who will: Mary Burke.” 
 
Walker continued to show his contempt toward underpaid workers in recent days. Just today he 
declared the minimum wage “serves no purpose,” and during last week’s gubernatorial debate, 
when asked about raising the minimum wage, he repeatedly dodged the question, insulted 
workers, and even implied that Wisconsin should not even have a minimum wage. In contrast, 
Mary Burke has publicly supported a reasonable increase in the minimum wage. Public polls 
indicate a large majority of taxpayers support a minimum wage increase as well. 
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“When Scott Walker says ‘Wisconsin doesn’t have a jobs problem, we have a work problem,’ 
and that the minimum wage ‘serves no purpose,’ he is insulting every working family,” said 
Jennifer Epps-Addison, executive director of Wisconsin Jobs Now. “He either doesn’t 
understand the challenge of living on the minimum wage or he doesn’t care about underpaid 
workers. Either way, Scott Walker disqualified himself from re-election, and Wisconsin workers 
will see to it that Mary Burke is elected our next Governor.” 
 
“I’m joining with workers to demand Gov. Walker give them a raise,” said Congressman Mark 
Pocan (D-Madison). “Raising the minimum wage for 500,000 Wisconsinites would generate 
$500 million in increased economic activity in our state alone. This is commonsense economic 
policy, and as a small business owner, I also know it’s good business policy.”  
 
“Scott Walker continues to ignore contributions our workers have made to ensure our nation’s 
prosperity and well-being,” said Congresswoman Gwen Moore (D-Milwaukee) in a statement. 
“He is an out-of-touch governor who forgot how vital a thriving labor force is for our economic 
security. A vote for Mary Burke sends a crystal clear message to Governor Walker and the 
entire Republican Party that now is the time to raise the wage.” 
 
For more information on Raise Wisconsin’s campaign to get out the vote for Wisconsin workers, 
please contact Janet Veum at (414) 533-5325. 
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