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Schools Across State Feel Devastating Impact of Republican 

Public School Cuts, Statewide Voucher Expansion 
New Data Schools that 330 School Districts Endured Cuts Over Last Four Years 

 
MADISON – Today the state Department of Public Instruction released school aid data that shows 
that more than three quarters of Wisconsin’s school districts have endured general state aid cuts over 
the past four years under Gov. Walker and the Republican legislature. 
 
“Schools across the state continue to suffer from the devastating cuts that Republicans made to 
public education,” Assembly Democratic Leader Peter Barca (D-Kenosha) said. “These cuts are a 
direct result of Republican policies that put special interests ahead of our public schools. A large 
number of voucher schools are failing our kids, squandering our taxpayer dollars, and lacking basic 
accountability to safeguard taxpayers. It is extremely troubling that Governor Walker and the 
Republican legislature want to further expand the private voucher school program without putting in 
place any safeguards for families or accountability for taxpayers.”   
 
The newest school aid numbers show the continuing negative impact of Republican cuts to schools. 
In the 2011-2013 state budget, Gov. Walker and the Republicans voted to take $1.6 billion away 
from Wisconsin’s public schools, leading to teacher and staff layoffs, larger class sizes and even 
higher property taxes in many school districts. In the current budget, Republicans expanded 
taxpayer-funded private voucher schools statewide while refusing to restore even a small fraction of 
their record cuts to public schools. 
 
Earlier this week, DPI data showed that Wisconsin has squandered $139 million in taxpayer dollars 
over the last 10 years on private voucher schools that failed to meet basic requirements. State 
taxpayers have been forced to spend nearly $1.5 billion overall on school vouchers over the past 
decade, even though voucher school students consistently underperform their public school 
counterparts and 75 percent of all private school voucher applicants were already attending private 
schools in Wisconsin. 
 
“Public schools are the cornerstones of neighborhoods and communities,” Rep. Barca added. “To 
ensure every student is ready to succeed in the global economy, we must invest in our public schools 
and stop squandering taxpayer money on failing programs.”   
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