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Local Communities Across State Continue to Express Concern Over 

Transportation Funding Crisis 

Wisconsin towns, municipalities and counties pass more than 525 Resolutions to Just Fix It 
 

Madison, WI – October 14, 2016 – Consensus continues to build: The proposed transportation 

budget fails to meet the public safety and economic development needs of Wisconsin. More than 

525 local units of government are calling on state officials to agree upon a sustainable solution to 

Wisconsin’s transportation challenge. 

 

“People are frustrated,” said Craig Thompson, Executive Director of the Transportation 

Development Association of Wisconsin (TDA). “Wisconsin’s roads are the third worst in the 

nation.  The current budget proposal offers no solutions. That’s why we continue to see 

resolutions pour in from local communities around the state.” 

 

The leadership of Thompson's group echoes his concerns. 

 

"Make no mistake, the evolving budget may begin to address equity issues between towns and 

other local governments, but the plan as it stands still  falls woefully short as it pertains to 

sustainability and stability," said Jerry Derr, President of TDA and Chairman of the Town of 

Bristol in Dane County. "Boxes of Band-Aids will only work for so long. We need to not only 

slow the bleeding, we need to stop it and heal the system before it's too late." 

 

According to a release put out by the Wisconsin Towns Association, increased funding proposed 

by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation would allow a town with 50 miles to provide an 

additional 53 feet of infrastructure.  With the recent announcement of an additional $14 million 

in General Transportation Aids for towns, that town could provide 112 feet or .02 miles. 
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TDA organized the historic and unprecedented Turnout for Transportation last month wherein 

representatives from local governments across the state held 70 simultaneous public meetings to 

put the spotlight on transportation and the condition of the system. Participants voiced their 

concerns about the lack of progress made on finding a sustainable, comprehensive solution. 
 

Some highlights: 
 

Door County Pulse – October 7 

Dan Cihlar, chair of the Town of Sturgeon Bay board, said the town’s annual $100,000 road 

budget is far short of what the town needs for road reconstruction. He said the last 

reconstruction the town did was the mile-long Ridge Road, and that took two years because 

the town could not afford to do the entire project in one year. 

 

Bud Kalms, town clerk of Liberty Grove, said with 101 miles of road in the town, they are 

lucky to get a mile of road paved in a given year, adding that the extra $9,000 from the state 

will not amount to much. “It would be nice for something to happen here,” he said. 

 

Sheboygan Press – October 5 

“That’s not a place we want to be when we talk about tourism and when we talk about 

manufacturing and getting people to work,” Sheboygan Mayor Mike Vandersteen said. “We 

need to have the state pay attention to those roads and get us out of the bottom of the barrel 

when it comes to funding for roads and the conditions that we have here for driving.” 

 

Oconto Reporter – October 5 

Oconto County Highway Commissioner Pat Scanlan noted that with 59 miles of roadway in 

the town of Breed, it would take 118 years to update all of the town’s pavement. 

“We need to know the funding will be there for us,” he said. “We struggle with it at the 

county. We have a five-year plan, and we don’t know what we’re going to have for money 

next year, let alone five years from now.” 
 

TDA expects communities to continue to pass Just Fix It resolutions in the coming weeks. 

Meanwhile, hundreds of Wisconsin citizens have already shared their stories regarding the 

impact the deteriorating transportation infrastructure has on their daily lives. You can read these 

stories and share your own at www.JustFixItWi.com 

 

View a map and listing of local governments that have passed the transportation resolution at 

http://www.tdawisconsin.org/1486/locals-urge-governor-legislature-just-fix/. 
 

About TDA 

From the buses in Racine to the Port of Green Bay to the rail lines in Superior to the Waukesha 

County Airport to the roads we use every day, Wisconsin’s transportation network is the key to 

connecting goods to market and people to jobs. 
 

Founded in 1971, the Transportation Development Association of Wisconsin promotes the 

vitality and safety of the state’s transportation system, including public transit systems, public-

use and general aviation airports, railroads, commercial ports, and roads.  TDA’s members 

comprise business, labor, units of government, regional planning organizations, as well as 

individuals.  www.tdawisconsin.org  and Twitter handle @TDAWisconsin. 
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