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Wisconsin Workers Deserve a Raise  
 

Last Session, Assembly Republicans Would Not Support Meager 35-Cent Increase 

  

MADISON – Assembly Democratic Leader Peter Barca (D-Kenosha) today voiced his support for 

giving Wisconsin workers a raise. Raising the minimum wage is a key value for Assembly 

Democrats who are working every day to support Wisconsin workers and communities. Last session, 

Assembly Republicans would not even vote to support a meager 35-cent increase to the minimum 

wage, which would have raised the wage to $7.60. 

 

“There is no doubt that raising the floor would benefit families, communities and the state 

economy,” Representative Peter Barca said. “Workers are not the problem in Wisconsin’s economy 

– the lack of jobs and economic opportunity are. Governor Walker and Republican legislators 

continue to deride the hardworking Wisconsin people who are just looking to earn an honest day’s 

pay for an honest day’s work. A vibrant middle class is vital to having a strong economy as family-

supporting jobs help build our local economy in a way that works for everyone – especially for small 

businesses.”  

 

Workers, entrepreneurs and business owners continue to suffer in the Walker economy that has 

provided sluggish job growth. Under Republicans, Wisconsin has fallen to dead last in the Midwest 

– 10th of 10 states – in private-sector job growth over the past three years. 

 

There is ample evidence that $7.25 is simply not enough for many workers and families to pay rent, 

put food on the table, or enjoy the good things live in Wisconsin has to offer. Increasing the wage to 

$10.10 would help lift thousands of Wisconsin workers out of poverty, save taxpayer money, and is 

supported by 57 percent of Wisconsinites. 

 

“Over the past four years, Republican legislators have done serious harm to middle-class families,” 

Rep. Barca said. “I am proud to stand with workers because I know that providing opportunities for 

family-supporting jobs will ease the burden on families now and create a brighter future for our 

kids.”    
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