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Celebrating Local History This Columbus Day 

 

This week, our nation celebrated Columbus Day, an annual holiday honoring the anniversary of 
explorer Christopher Columbus’ arrival in the Americas in October of 1492. While this event 
represents various meanings to many residents of Wisconsin and others throughout the United 
States, Columbus Day has a special significance within my district’s local city of Columbus, 
Wisconsin. 
 
Columbus, named after the famous Italian explorer, holds many monuments to this crucial 
moment in American history—the highlight of which is the city’s Christopher Columbus 
Museum, located within the World’s Largest Antique Mall and Museum.  
 
The museum proudly features Chicago’s 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition which celebrated 
the 400th anniversary of Columbus’ discovery of America. Among the features of the Exposition 
now displayed in Columbus is a 1/50 scale model of the World’s First Ferris Wheel, a modern 
feat of engineering which became a symbol of the 1893 fair. Other displays include model sized 
replicas of the Nina, Pinta, and Santa Maria, the three ships famous for their role in Columbus’ 
voyage to the New World. 
 
In addition to the Columbian Exposition, the museum features a variety of historic memorabilia 
with over 2,000 rare and unique items on display. Many of these items provide a 
representation of the era in which Columbus lived, from pieces of art work to historical objects 
like lithographs, glassware, tapestries, metal objects, and many others. The museum estimates 
the value of this collection of rare and one-of-a-kind artifacts at up to $250,000. 
 



 

 

While Columbus Day holds varying levels of significance and even controversy to many 
throughout the United States, its observance offers a unique opportunity to reflect on a crucial 
period in American history, and the Columbus Museum provides an exciting learning 
opportunity for children and adults alike.  
 
The Christopher Columbus Museum is located at 239 Whitney Street in Columbus and is open 
daily from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for a suggested donation of $2 per adult visitor. For more 
information about the museum, call 920-623-1992 or visit the Antique Mall website at 
http://www.columbusantiquemall.com/. 
 
Senate Majority Leader Scott Fitzgerald (R-Juneau) represents the 13th Senate District, which 
covers portions of Dodge, Jefferson, Waukesha, Washington, Dane, and Columbia counties. 
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