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Nerison receives Friend of Cooperatives Award 

MADISON, Wis. (Oct. 13, 2014) — Cooperative Network presented Rep. Lee Nerison (R–Westby) with 

the 2014 Friend of Cooperatives Award during the Wisconsin Statewide Telephone Cooperative 

Association’s fall conference at the Radisson Hotel in La Crosse, Wis., today. Nerison was recognized for his 

effective legislative advocacy and leadership on issues important to Wisconsin cooperatives and rural 

residents and for his demonstrated appreciation of cooperatives’ vital economic role in the state.  

“From protecting rural land ownership from foreign interests to paving the way for rural broadband, Rep. 

Nerison understands the importance of successful rural economies,” said Bill Oemichen, Cooperative 

Network president and CEO. “During the 2013–14 session, he authored a variety of legislation that became 

law that will deliver value to our cooperatives, farms, and rural communities.”   

Among Nerison’s accomplishments include legislation that: 

• Increased the cap on combined areas in agricultural enterprise to protect working lands; 

• Created liability protection and civil liability immunity for certain agricultural tourism activities and 
providers; 

• Declared October 2013 Co-op Month; and 

• Created sales and use tax exemptions for certain processing equipment for fertilizer blending, feed 

milling, and grain drying operations.   

“I am humbled and honored to receive this recognition from Cooperative Network,” Nerison said. “I look 

forward to working together in the coming legislative session to promote the interests of cooperatives so they 

may continue to play a very vital role in our communities.” 

Cooperative Network serves more than 400 Wisconsin and Minnesota member-cooperatives by 

providing government relations, education, marketing, and technical services for a wide variety of 

cooperatives including farm supply, health, dairy marketing, consumer, financial, livestock marketing, 

telecommunications, electric, housing, insurance, worker-owned cooperatives, and more. For more 

information about Cooperative Network, visit www.cooperativenetwork.coop. 
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