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New Data Finds Number of Uninsured Children Increasing Nationwide at Alarming Rate 

Analysis shows an estimated 51,000 uninsured Wisconsin children in 2019 

An estimated 51,000 Wisconsin children were uninsured last year, about the same as the previous year, 

according to a new report released by the Georgetown University Center for Children and Families. 

Wisconsin’s lack of further progress on children’s coverage is part of a national trend that left an estimated 

726,000 more children without health coverage nationwide since 2016, when our country achieved an 

historic low number of uninsured children. Much of the coverage gains of the Affordable Care Act for 

children have now been eliminated.   

“For decades, children’s health coverage had been a national success story that we could point to with 

pride, but the data shows the trend is now going in the wrong direction,” said Georgetown University 

Center for Children and Families Executive Director Joan Alker. “What’s worse, the number of children 

losing coverage accelerated from 2018 to 2019 during a time when unemployment was very low.” 

The national increase in the number of uninsured children occurred prior to the pandemic and associated 

economic downturn and is attributable to losses of public coverage – primarily Medicaid and the Children’s 

Health Insurance Program. The situation has most likely deteriorated in 2020 for children as their parents 

lost their jobs and health coverage this year, but there is still no reliable data to estimate the extent of these 

coverage losses.  

“This data proves that it’s more important than ever to fully expand Medicaid in Wisconsin and eliminate 

barriers for children and families to access quality, affordable health care,” said William Parke-Sutherland, 

Health Policy Engagement Coordinator for Kids Forward. “We know that when parents are insured, their 

children are more likely to have health coverage so they can access the care they need to grow and thrive.”  

Research shows children with health coverage are more likely to graduate from high school, attend college 

and grow up to be healthier and more productive adults. 

The report analyzes single-year estimates of summary data from the U.S. Census Bureau’s American 

Community Survey (ACS) from 2016 through 2019. Roughly half of the increase in uninsured kids 

occurred between 2018 and 2019.   
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Parke-Sutherland noted that although White and Black children experienced losses of coverage, the largest 

drop in coverage last year was among Latinx children. Their already high uninsured rate jumped from 8.2% 

in 2018 to 9.2% in 2019.  

“The sharp increase in uninsured Latinx kids reflects the effects of policy changes initiated by the Trump 

administration that discourage immigrant and mixed-status families from participating in Medicaid,” Parke-

Sutherland said. “Many of the children who lost coverage are citizens who are clearly eligible but have 

immigrant parents who now fear any government interactions.” 

### 

 

 

This is the 10th annual report on uninsured children published by the Georgetown University Center for 

Children and Families, an independent, nonpartisan policy and research center founded in 2005 with a 

mission to expand and improve high-quality, affordable coverage for America’s children and families. The 

report analyzes single-year estimates of summary data from the U.S. Census Bureau’s American 

Community Survey (ACS) from 2016 through 2019. For more information about the report, visit 

ccf.georgetown.edu 

 

Kids Forward, formerly the Wisconsin Council on Children and Families, advocates for effective, long-

lasting solutions that break down barriers to success for children and families in Wisconsin. Using 

research and a community-informed approach, Kids Forward works to help every kid, every family, and 

every community thrive.  
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