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Matthew Michalsen: Working Across the Aisle 

LAKE TOMAHAWK, WI – I am running for State Assembly because it is time for someone to stand up for Northwoods 
values, the Northwoods people; to have a leader that will transcend party lines and not be afraid to vote across the aisle for 
what’s best for the people. I am running for the kids, so they can have a better chance at success and a higher standard of 
living down the road. I am running for the educators who gives so much for their students. I am running for the business 
owners and hard working men and women who have difficulties paying the bills. I am running for the seniors so they have 
the services they deserve. I am running for you. Together we will accomplish what is best for all in the 34th Assembly 
District because I am a leader and a fighter who will work and listen each and every day. 
 
As your Representative, I will work across the aisle to sponsor and pass legislation that benefits the interests of the people 
of the 34th Assembly District, not special interests. It is time to reinstall faith in our leadership and have a government that 
is transparent and works for all people, not just money. Leadership is lacking and the facets of our government today is 
rigged against the common person; I will fight to change that. I have spoken with thousands of people from the district, 
and the common theme is that our leaders do not work for the us anymore. I will reverse this trend and work for all of the 
great people of the 34th Assembly District. 
 
Many people of all ages tell me that we are in the most chaotic time in our nation’s history, there is more despair than 
confidence, more division than unity, we are concerned for our future. This makes me want to bring back confidence and 
togetherness, so we all can create a better world for the now and for tomorrow. As a teacher and student of history and 
politics, I know that there have been many other times that have been more alarming and created a sense of fear, and I 
know we are better off today than in certain decades of the past. However, the times truly do shadow conflicts of the past. 
We can restore not only Northwoods values in Madison, but to get the American people to gain confidence in their leaders 
again. 
 
Hard working families are having difficulties with affording basic household needs. Young professionals are strapped 
with the burden of student debt. Northwoods tourism has the slowest growth in all of Wisconsin. Our infrastructure, 
whether it is roads or internet, are underfunded which dramatically. Public education has been gutted and the atmosphere 
for students and educators is poor. Republicans in Madison took over $750 million directly from our public schools to 
fund unaccountable private schools. We are already feeling the pain of plummeting state aids to our local rural schools 
and numerous schools in the district have to go to referendum which in turn raises property taxes. We can do better for 
Northern Wisconsin. 
 
Lastly, the great people of the 34th Assembly District deserve someone who will work hard, be a leader, be a listener, 
continue to learn, and stand up to restore integrity and compromise within the realm of politics again. As your 
Representative, I will work across the aisle to do what is in the best interest of the people of Oneida, Vilas, Florence, and 
Forest Counties. Together we will champion education, protect our environment, build an economy that offers more 
money in people’s pockets for hardworking families of all ages, compromise between party lines, and once and for all 
Revitalize the Northwoods.  
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