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Statement 

University of Wisconsin System statements on Chancellor 
Blank’s announcement today 
 

MADISON, Wis.—UW-Madison Chancellor Rebecca Blank announced today that she will be leaving the 
university to assume the leadership of Northwestern University in Evanston, Ill. UW System Regent 
President Edmund Manydeeds III and UW System President Tommy Thompson issued these statements 
today: 

UW System Regent President Edmund Manydeeds III: 

“Chancellor Blank is an extraordinary leader whose commitment to the Wisconsin Idea, including her efforts to 
expand the University’s outreach to every corner of the state, have UW-Madison well-positioned for success in 
the future. The impact of her leadership has been felt throughout the UW System and entire state, and she will 
be sorely missed. I appreciate that she will continue as chancellor through this academic year as we prepare for 
a transition and know she will continue her record of excellence at Northwestern.” 

UW System President Tommy Thompson: 

“The University of Wisconsin is one of the finest universities in the world, and Chancellor Blank’s tenacious 
advocacy and strong leadership have helped build on that legacy during her tenure. On behalf of the University 
of Wisconsin System, I want to thank her for her service to our state and wish her well at Northwestern.” 

### 
 

The University of Wisconsin System serves approximately 165,000 students. Awarding nearly 37,000 degrees 
annually, the UW System is Wisconsin’s talent pipeline, putting graduates in position to increase their earning 
power, contribute to their communities, and make Wisconsin a better place to live. Nearly 90 percent of in-state 
UW System graduates stay in Wisconsin five years after earning a degree. The UW System provides a 23:1 return on 
state investment. UW System institutions also contribute to the richness of Wisconsin’s culture and economy with 
groundbreaking research, new companies and patents, and boundless creative intellectual energy. 
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